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Marriage is one of those practices that increasingly occur
in transnational spaces. For the past few years, there has
been a growing interest among social scientists to analyze
the motivations, practices and constraints inherent in this
form of transnationalization. At the same time, cross-border
marriage has become an important topic in immigration
countries, particularly when it involves migrants from nonEuropean countries. Overall, a politicization and ethnicization
can be observed that trigger debates about "forced marriages", violence against migrant women, sham marriages
or cross-border marriages as entry tickets for immigration.
Many states have implemented new laws aiming at regulating
those marriages, sometimes putting at stake liberal values of
modern democracies.
This interdisciplinary workshop will focus on marriages
binding one person living in a European country with
someone coming from a country outside the EU/EFTA space
and who encounters restrictive visa regulations to join his
or her spouse in Europe. We would like to discuss these
marriages in the light of the social and symbolic boundaries
that are built upon, contested, produced or maintained. The
following questions will be explored:
–

–

First, which categories of difference are used / produced
by the State and its actors when it comes to cross-border
marriages? By establishing criteria about what morally
acceptable migrants, marriages, or family life should look
like, nation-states (re)produce boundaries differentiating
those who belong from those who do not.
Second, what strategies do social actors, in particular
those who are at risk of being excluded from this “acceptable” version of the nation, develop in order to negotiate,
contest, or reproduce these boundaries imposed from the
outside?
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