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Anna Neubauer is a post-doctoral fellow at the MAPS Center for the Understanding of Social
Processes at the University of Neuchatel.

She is interested in anthropological and gendered approaches to Islamic religious practices, both in
Muslim-majority contexts as well as in the context of diaspora.

Currently, she is working on a project on forced marriages in Switzerland and will be teaching a
graduate course on qualitative methods in social sciences during 2011-2012.

For her PhD in anthropology, Anna Neubauer worked on female authority in contemporary Turkish
Sufism. Based on fieldwork with the followers of a female rifai spiritual leader in Istanbul, she
investigated how women can legitimize their holding positions of religious authority. She examined the
ways in which a female spiritual leader reinterprets conceptualizations of women and men’s roles and
status in Islam, so as to make her teachings meaningful and empowering for highly educated men and
women in today’s Istanbul.

Anna Neubauer has taught a seminar on the Alevis, a religious minority in Turkey on which she had
written her Master’s Thesis, at the Institute for Religious Studies of the Goethe University in Frankfurt
during the summer semester 2009. She has also been an assistant at the Anthropology Institute of the
University of Neuchétel (2002-2003) and at the Graduate Institute for Development Studies in Geneva
(2003-2007).

Whilst completing her PhD, Anna Neubauer has worked at the Swiss Forum for Migration Studies on
various research projects tackling the issues of migration, integration and transnationalism (2002-
2006). She was a visiting scholar at the Zentrum Moderner Orient in Berlin (2008) and at the Institute
for Religious Studies of the Goethe University in Frankfurt (2007).

Areas of specialisation

Anthropology of religion, gender, female religious authority, charisma, migrations, transnationalism,
Islam (Sufism, Alevism), Turkey, qualitative methods.
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