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Who am I? 

• Phd 2011 (University of St Andrews, UK)

• Mostly field researcher

• Postdoc ever since:
• Fyssen foundation: 2011-2013
• Marie Curie Fellowship: 2013-2015
• SNSF Postdoc/Scientific Collab: 2015-2020

• Raised over 1,000,000 CHF in grant money
• Fyssen, Marie Curie, Advanced.Postdoc as PI
• SNSF Project as co-PI



How did I get the Marie Curie?

• I don’t know…
• Checked all the ‘Do-not-do’

• Project very related to my PhD project
• Project very connected to my Fyssen postdoc
• Project hosted by my PhD adviser

• But:
• Good CV
• Different location than PhD
• Good project (the usual ‘high risk’/’high gain’)
• Did not only focus on research: career path, teaching etc..







A few last thoughts
• What seems ‘just the same as usual’ might not be for your examiners

• Do not propose the same as you did in your PhD with a different
packaging, it will just annoy the reviewers

• Despite what is written, continuation is ok if there is a real leap that can 
advance your career (e.g. proposing establishing a new field site)

• Despite what is written, interdisciplinarity is not always well received: 
see success rates with fellow academics in your discipline

• Go with your guts about what is a good project, rather than what you
think will please the committee/would make your profile better

• But be attentive to what the current hot topics are because people will
pay attention to that too
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