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With the best wishes 
for 

a Happy 2010 

 
 

 “If you are planning for a year, sow rice,  

if you are planning for a decade, plant trees, 

if you are planning for a lifetime, educate people.” 

一年之計，莫如樹穀 , 

終身之計，莫如樹人 , 

十年之計，莫如樹木 

- Guanzi Quanxiu, 

Spring and Autumn Period (700 BC) 
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Our bankers got a lot of money with the hope that future 
generations will pay back our debts 

An excursion into literature with the hope to «understand» economics (as 
a «science»?) 
Writing the newsletter is more difficult this time. We have stayed in Hauterive during 
Christmas and New Year. The beautiful, white, innocent snow, we had before Christmas, 
has gone. When I started writing the Newsletter, there was almost no view at all. The 
fog was so thick. I did not even see the lake from our apartment. Everything is gray and 
I am really missing the sunshine. 

The events of 2009 have created a strong temptation to follow John Osborne’s “Look 
back in anger”. The play presents the anger created by a seemingly hopeless situation. 
The characters of the play are impotent against the pressures from the society and their 
education. They have to cope with problems, for which they are not to blame. The 
human consequences of such a crisis were the same fifty years ago as they are today. 

The following sentences describe the context of the time in the early fifties after the 
second world war. They are all quotes directly from Wikipedia:  
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Look_Back_in_Anger ):  

«The play “Look back in anger” spawned the term "angry young men" to describe Osborne and those 
of his generation who employed harshness and realism in the theater in contrast to the more escapist 
fare previously seen. » 

«Escapism is mental diversion by means of entertainment or recreation, as an "escape" from the 
perceived unpleasant or banal aspects of daily life. » 

«It can also be used as a term to define the actions people take to try to help relieve persisting 
feelings of depression or general sadness. » 

Reading these sentences written more than fifty years ago one can not help to be touched 
by a strong feeling of “déjà vu”. The expression “angry young man” has a double irony 
at least to me. 

The first point concerns the anger: The anger against those, who have led us into this 
messy financial crisis and into the ongoing economic crises, is strong indeed. There is a 
deep-seated feeling of having to take no personal blame for the stupid decisions, which 
have created all these nasty problems. There is even a stronger feeling of having been 
taken in by the bankers, the economists and the politicians. As they have obviously lied 
to us before, I have difficulties to trust them now. I do not know what to think of all this 
propaganda, telling us the crisis is over. I only can cite Joseph Conrad (“Lord Jim”, 
1900): 

«He who wants to persuade should put his trust not in the right argument, but in the right word. 
The power of sound has always been greater than the power of sense.» 

A second quote enforcing my skepticism stems from George Orwell, (“Politics and the 
English Language”, 1946) 

«Political language … is designed to make lies sound truthful and murder respectable, and to give an 
appearance of solidity to pure wind.» 

The second point has to do with the notion of “young man”. Looking at my birth date, I 
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can not pretend to be a “young man”. I rather feel like “The old man and the sea” from 
Ernest Hemingway. At the end of my excursion into literature I put a few quotes of this 
archetypical American author. All the quotes are from the book “For whom the bells 
toll”: 

«In politics ... the first thing is to continue to exist.» 
«It was easier to live under a regime than fight it.» 
«How little we know of what there is to know.» 

The quotes apply to our actual situation nicely. They express the feeling of being 
overwhelmed by the events, the feeling of being impotent to make significant changes 
and the feeling of being ignorant. 

I have used quotes from the literature to express my disarray in face of the crises 
(plural!). I can not refrain from citing two eminent professors of economy to show that I 
am not alone in my ignorance. Even very prominent economists are obviously lost and 
not better off than all of us. If you compare the advice of two prominent members of the 
economist’s community you are staggered to find out how big the differences are 
between the two of them. The advice each of them gives, on what to do next, is opposite 
to each other. 

Let me cite Allan Meltzer and Paul Krugman. Their texts are interesting to read, well 
written and they try to be simple and convincing. You just have to read some of the 
articles and you come up with the conclusion, both of them are typical University 
professors:  

Giants in analysis but dwarfs in performance 
There are so many intelligent texts on the crisis available that it may be preposterous to 
mention just four of them. So take it as a personal choice. 

I mention first two articles by Allan Meltzer. The titles say already a lot: 

“What Happened to the 'Depression'?” 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204251404574342931435353734.html 
“Rational and Non-Rational Bubbles” 
http://www2.tepper.cmu.edu/afs/andrew/gsia/meltzer/WB_conf_bubbles.doc  

As a “counterbalance” you can read some of the many texts written by Paul Krugman, who is 
a very prolific writer. The titles are half the message: 

“CRISES” 
http://www.princeton.edu/~pkrugman/CRISES.pdf  
“How Did Economists Get It So Wrong?” 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/06/magazine/06Economic-
t.html?pagewanted=1&_r=1  
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The caricatures are a convincing part of the second article illustrating the saying: 
«A picture is worth a thousand words.»  

Drawing from The New York Times: The bubble 

 
  September 6, 2009  

  

 
 

The conclusion having read these and many other texts is: nobody knows and everybody 
pretends to. We are in the middle of a struggle for power, which has nothing to do with 
science. We are in the middle of politics and not of science. The state of today’s 
economy can be summarized as follows: trying to predict the future having messed up 
the past. My advice is always the same. Listen to everybody, take your own decisions, 
assume your responsibility, analyze the outcome and only then if the outcome is in 
agreement with the predictions of one person put confidence into that person. And finally 
you should not forget the Winston Churchill quote:“History is written by the victors.” 

 

A personal summary of 2009 

“A pessimist sees the difficulty in every opportunity; an optimist sees the opportunity in every 
difficulty.” 

Winston Churchill 

The summary of 2009 is very simple: it was much better than we all feared. Most of the 
developments were predictable and no complete break-down happened.  

As far as the department of chemistry is concerned most of what happened went 
smoothly. The year 2009 has been a year of changes, but on the whole we managed well. 
The new Rectorat and its Chef des infrastructures launched a process of re-adapting the 
organisation and the infrastructure to the new slimed down version of the Science 
Faculty (down from almost 40 professors to 23 professors!). The chemistry department 
was touched on all levels by this project. 

The department consists now of three research groups: the group of Professor Robert 
Deschenaux, the group of Professor Georg Süss-Fink and Privat-docent Bruno Therrien 
and my own group. During the first half of 2009 two groups led by chemists were still 
active: the group of Professor Helen Stoeckli-Evans and the group of Professor Thomas 
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Bürgi. Madame Stoeckli-Evans has taken her retirement at the end of August 2009. She 
had worked successfully for 38 years in Neuchâtel. Despite her retirement she has not 
lost her interest in chemistry. She will continue to work and uses regularly her office in 
the building. The last Neuchâtel Ph.D. students of Professor Thomas Bürgi passed their 
examination at the end of September 2009 

Mission 

The department of chemistry has a new mission since the beginning of the University 
year 2009/2010. We are now exclusively dedicated to service teaching for biologist, 1st 
year medical and 1st year pharmaceutical students. The last bit of chemistry education has 
been suppressed under the financial pressure. This step has been painful. The change 
from a full University Department to an exclusive service teaching institution is not easy 
to digest. To be responsible for good services and to be dependant on our “clients” 
imposes major changes in the mentalities. It is not obvious to me, how to bring about the 
necessary changes in attitude. Our engineers are younger and more conscious of the 
adjustments needed than the “club of professors”, who have lived through different 
times.  

Infrastructure 

The most visible changes have touched the infrastructure. Let me go through it floor by 
floor: 

Lower Ground floor (= rez-de-chaussée inférieur): The analytical services (= SAF = 
Service analytique facultaire = NMR and MS) have been concentrated in the western 
part of the lower ground floor since July 2009. The major part of the lower ground floor 
is occupied by the workshop (=Service technique de la Faculté des sciences) and the rest 
is attributed to the store room (=Magasin). 

Higher Ground floor (=rez-de-chaussée supérieur): Archeo zoology has its room in the 
estern part of the rez-de-chaussée supérieur. The major part of the rez-de-chaussée 
supérieur, is empty at the moment. According to my sources this part is waiting for the 
nomination of a new professor in biology. Agroecology has been named as a candidate. 

The 1st floor: The group of Professor Süss-Fink and Bruno Therrien have their research 
laboratories in this floor. The two student laboratories for the 1st year Bachelor students 
stayed where they always have been.  

The 2nd floor: This floor is occupied by the colleagues from physics, Laboratoire Temps 
et Fréquence, since February 2009. Major changes in the infrastructure have been made. 
Those of you, who worked in this floor will not recognize it any more. 

The 3rd floor: The groups of Professor Deschenaux and my group are occupying the 
research laboratories.  

The building Bellevaux 51 has for a long time been a mono-coloured building with only 
chemists as users. Now we have become building “arc-en-ciel” mixing different users and 
different competences. There was a lot of pressure to push us totally or partially out of 
the building. The “microtechniciens” from EPFL need space! The canton has not the 
money to build the promised building. One solution would have been to use part or all of 
the building Bellevaux 51 for the microtechniciens. Just before Christmas we had a high 
powered delegation with two members of parliament, the cantonal minister of education 
and members of the Rectorat visiting us. Seemingly the delegation came to the 
conclusion, that for the time being, the building is reasonably well occupied. So we hope 
to have less “va et viens” for the next year or so. On the whole things went well. But 
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moving groups is always time consuming and the devil is in the detail. We have been able 
to create a good working atmosphere favorable to both Chemistry and Physics. We have 
learned from each other and the contacts with the new colleagues are stimulating. We 
have been able to overcome the clumsy communication policy and the ridiculous power 
games played during this transfer period by our superiors. 

Events 

The Faculty organised one exceptional event.  On the 9th of May the Faculty opened its 
doors to the public during the «Journée Portes Ouvertes». Chemistry focused its 
activity on hands-on activities dedicated to the youngsters, molecular gastronomy and 
lectures illustrated with experiments. The activities offered in the chemistry building were 
highly attractive and we had difficulties to cope with all the young potential chemists 
working in our laboratories. Gérald Steiner has documented the success in many of his 
beautiful pictures (http://www.unine.ch/album/sciences/) 

 

   

   
The series of “journées thématiques” we organized in 2009 were a success. We had a 
good even very good participation of chemists from the neighboring Universities. We 
will organize similar events in the near future. 

This year there will be an event honouring the 60th birthday of our colleague Georg Süss-
Fink. Another event will take place on December the 10th under the title: New Challenges 
for Chemists. 

Aquisitions 

The year 2009 has been very positive for the Service analytique facultaire (SAF). Dr. 
Julien Furrer could make the upgrade of the 400 MHz instrument for measuring NMR 
spectra at temperatures below – 70 ºC. We submitted together with Dr. Armelle Vallat a 
R’Equip project to buy an MS API 5500 coupled to a Dionex RSLC. Just before 
Christmas we got the funding and we are in the process of ordering the instrument.  We 
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hope that the new instrument will be working end of April. The money for the project 
PIC “Swiss Plant Sciences Web” (SPSW) has also been accepted. Our friends in biology 
have changed their vision. They will buy a UPLC-MS from Waters. So our MS service 
will still be lacking MALDI-TOF capabilities. We will not give up, but it is not for this 
year!  

Collaborations with industry 

The major interaction between our science and industry is FEBEX at the moment. Both 
the SAF and our group collaborate regularly with FEBEX. Thanks to Olivier Vallat we 
have prepared a project, which we will submit to KTI/CTI for funding. We are very 
optimistic about the chances to realize a real and effective collaboration. The major 
obstacle at the moment is the service for tech transfer of our University. I am under the 
strong impression, that the tech transfer service does not appreciate correctly the 
difference between big pharma and the industrial world. The legal and formalistic 
obstacles discovered by the person in our tech transfer service are always a miracle for 
me! I must admit I could well do without those miracles. The collaboration with Asulab  
has been a success, especially for Christophe Letondor, who got hired this summer on a 
very short notice.  

Problems to be solved 

The budget of the University was not a problem until the day the newly elected 
government took over. Then “all of a sudden” the politicians discovered that they do not 
have the money needed for the University. So our Rectrice had to cut the budget for 
2009. She had to cut the budget 2010 severely and she had to completely abandon the 
“Plan d’Intention” and the “Mandat de Préstation”. She explained to us, that she hopes 
to realize 20 % of the goals, which had been initially stipulated! The initial plan was not 
very visionary already. To realize 20 % of this initial plan is decline even with the most 
optimistic view. How to restructure the Science Faculty under these conditions is 
difficult to understand. At the moment even the replacement of Professors retiring 
“normally” cannot be guaranteed. 

Last year I wrote about the “Plan d’Intentions” : The hazy approach chosen is needed, so 
that the new government can give new impulses. We now know that the new 
government plays the same comedy as four years ago: budget cuts, budget cuts and more 
budget cuts. The comedy has not become better since 2005. 

Creating a Bachelor on the management of natural resources has become a sort of never 
ending story in the Science Faculty. The Rectrice decided to take administrative 
measures to push the Faculty to advance quicker. This is not the best of all tactics. It 
leaves the Rectrice behind a protective wall for sure. But this approach creates a lot of 
frustration and the enthusiasm is completely lost during the operation. 

The Faculty lives in a period of inflation. The Rectrice decided, without any discussion, 
to formally attribute more ECTS (European Credit Transfer System) points to a much 
smaller number of lectures (it sounds and it is like inflation with currencies). Doing so, 
we are asked to give less hours for more credits and at the same time to make a more 
drastic selection during our exams! The goal of the operation is “to liberate” hours for 
the new study plan! The outcome of this action is a demotivation of the colleagues, a 
diminishing of the quality of the studies and recruiting the weaker students.  

The Chemistry Department has still to create a doctoral program. This is one of the big 
tasks for this year. My hopes are that the young members of staff will push us older 
professors to become more active. I will invest time. We cannot afford losing out on this. 
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We will have to find a way, which combines the qualities of a good Ph.D. making 
available enough time for science with some activities opening our Ph.D. students to the 
challenges of the world around us (= occasions to discuss and present their science, 
opportunities to communicate and opening of the horizon of our students to the outside 
world). 

Challenges for 2009 

We hope to realize a few focused projects, despite a difficult environment: 

 Reinforce and strengthen the analytical services scientifically and technically 
(=Habilitation of Dr. Julien Furrer; systematically publish the MS work done in 
collaboration with the friends from biology; install the new instrument) 

 Create a doctoral program at least in Neuchâtel, if possible in collaboration with 
neighboring Universities 

 Adapt the security measures (= distillation of technical solvents; installation of a 
Pursolv system for ultra dry solvents) 

 Collaborate with the colleagues from biology to create a focused activity in and 
around white biotechnology (= Maison of Applied Plant Sciences) 

General outlook 

At least four members of the group have been looking for jobs last year, which is quite a 
lot in view of the crisis. Exchanging e-mails with them clearly demonstrated the difficult 
situation of the job market. Happily enough there are always some good news. 

Christophe Letondor got a job with Asulab this summer. He had to leave us real quickly, 
because the people at Asulab wanted to have him with them as soon as possible. The big 
advantage for us is, that Christophe is still working and living nearby. 

Vali (Ramakrishnan Valinayagam) found a job with DuPont India after an intensive 
search. As always I was impressed by his approach. He will start in India and we are 
looking forward to hear from him. 

Laurent Ingrassia changed his job in Bruxelles. The start-up company he had worked for 
underwent major restructuring. As usual the changes came very quickly and so it was 
quite a battle. 

Valentian Aureggi joined the group of François Diederich, doing a second postdoc at 
ETH Zürich (http://www.diederich.chem.ethz.ch/group/people/aureggi.htm ) 

Live has become extremely difficult in Industry, despite or because of all the predictions 
about the end of the crises. I have not the courage to write down my real thoughts about 
the actual state of economy. I am reading a lot and I find some comfort in realizing that 
our actual problems are not new. Historical periods of big changes have attracted my 
interest, wherever they were, whenever they occured. The problems were different, the 
insecurity was huge and the prize to be paid by the common citizen was most of the time 
big. Looking back into the history reminds one also, that often a single person made a 
difference in such situation, let us think of the recent history of China since Mao’s death, 
the rise of England to the Golden Age in the middle of the 16th century or the decline of 
Venice in the 15th century due to the loss of the monopoly on the spice trade. The hope 
is that in our modern world within our well informed global village we will find the 
persons to open the doors to a more reasonable future. Let me cite out of book which is 
worth while reading in this context is: 
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Albert O. Hirschman. 1970. Exit, Voice, and Loyalty: Responses to Decline in Firms, 
Organizations, and States. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. ISBN 0-674-
27660-4. You even can have access to part of the book on google: 
(http://books.google.ch/books?id=vYO6sDvjvcgC&printsec=frontcover&hl=en&source
=gbs_v2_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q=&f=false ) {Thanks to Daniel Schulthess 
for attracting my curiosity on this book} 

«No matter how well a society’s basic institutions are devised, failures of some actors to live up to 
the behaviour which is expected of them are bound to occur, if only for all kinds of accidental 
reasons. Each society learns to live with a certain amount of such dysfunctional or mis-behavior; but 
lest the misbehaviour feed on itself and lead to general decay, society must be able to marshal from 
within itself forces which will make as many of the faltering actors as possible revert to the 
behaviour required for its proper functioning.» 

In today’s environment everybody has become very cautious and marshaling from within 
is not very popular. Nobody wants to take any risks any more and even good or 
excellent projects have difficulties to stay afloat. There have been so many bad news, that 
nobody wants to do the same mistakes as in the past. Therefore everybody tries to get 
absolute security in the economic but also in the military sense of the word. We observe 
a dichotomy between the huge body of knowledge available today and the minute 
courage to go forward. Everything has to be insured. Risk taking and projecting oneself 
into the future are qualities many of us have lost. If we want to go forward, if we want to 
transmit a world worth while to our children, we will have to accept the natural risks of 
the future. We should take them and bear them with a positive attitude. 

I sincerely wish you and your families a happy 2010. 

The Group 
The year 2009 was an active year for the goup. The most important events of last year 
were: the intensive and successful collaboration with the Professor Helen Stoeckli, the 
submission of the first publication together with Diego Savoia from Bologna. We made 
excellent progress in the projects reduction of calix[4]pyrroles, linked materials for the 
creation of structured, discotic mesophases, successful development of a new 
photochemical deprotection and scalable synthesis of THP derivatives as flame 
retardants. We had a good harvest of publications and we are optimistic to do as well in 
2010. The group successfully coped with the large number of 1st year students (+50 % 
compared to last year). The group did a very good job also in offering lab work to the 
Master students in Biology, who followed the lecture on Natural Products. 

The group is composed of 4 Ph.D. students and 1 postdoctoral student and 2 apprentis 
(technicians). The composition of the academic staff has stayed European: 2 French 
members, 1 Russian member, 1 Belgium member and 1 Swiss member. Nobody finished 
his Ph.D. during the year 2009. Damien Thevenet will write his Ph.D. in 2010 and he is 
in the process of looking for a postdoctoral position in the US. 

We had one change this year. Christophe Letondor left to go to work for Asulab, 
whereas Frédéric Buyneel arrived from Louvain-la-Neuve.  

The teaching of “Inorganic Analytical Chemistry” to 1st year biology and pharmacy 
students, has become more of a routine. I started the lecture with an entrance test. As I 
am an expert for the Matura examination at the Denis-de-Rougement (local high school) 
I took questions straight from the last Matura examination. The assumption was that this 
knowledge should have been acquired at least by those who had made their Matura at 
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Denis-de-Rougement! There were at least 10 students from Denis-de-Rougement out of 
70. The interesting result of this entrance test was: Most students had forgotten most if 
not all of what they knew, when they passed the Matura! So it was a good wake-up call 
for everybody. The challenge for me was, to adapt my lectures to the real level of 
knowledge and for the students to take the lecture seriously. In general the lecture went 
much smoother than last year and I am quite satisfied. The variation in the results of the 
evaluation is huge. We have students, who master the concepts easily. There are other 
students, who have difficulties, even if the identical question appears for the 3rd time in 
an exam paper! The course is quite some work, but I got more satisfaction out of it this 
time. 

Chemistry 2009 
We have not changed the areas of our activity. The major effort is concentrated on the 
the reduction of calix[4]pyrroles. Thanks to Christophe Letondor we have the first 
results on catalysis. Structural studies of compounds on the way to the reduced ligand 
have been very successful. The strong collaboration with Helen Stoeckli-Evans is of 
extreme importance. Frédéric and Guillaume are working intensively on the reduction 
and on a wide array of related reactions. We are exploring new territory which is always 
very exciting. The first publication stemming from the collaboration with Professor 
Diego Savoia has been been submitted and we keep our fingers crossed, that it will be 
accepted. We are collecting the fruits of our research efforts. The esthetic beauty of the 
structures is an important bonus. We have the feeling of being artists painting with 
chemical structures (see the Figures on the next page).  

Damien is putting the final touches on his second publication. By accident (under the UV 
lamp for TLC!) he detected a novel photodeprotection reaction of acetals. Damien has 
done all the work needed to characterize this process and we hope that you will soon be 
able to read the whole story. Damien has also been able to make his first dimeric 
compound. As usual the way to the compound is at least as interesting as the compound 
itself. We are at the moment just a little bit “to crystalline”, but we think we know how 
to make a change. 
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Structures of partially and totally reduced calix[4]pyrroles 

The Rhazinilam project has made an intermediate stop. Inga wrote a beautiful review 
article on all of the published syntheses of this seemingly simple natural products. She 
did a very good work and we will profit from this knowledge in our own approach. The 
bottom line of the review is, that the art of synthesis has changed, but the efficiency 
(measured in number of steps, total yield and average yield over all the steps) of the 
published synthesis has stayed almost unchanged since the first publication in 1973. We 
are even more fascinated by the Rhazinilam structure now. The compound is an artifact 
of the isolation from plant material and still it interacts with one of the central processes 
of mitosis. The Darwinian view of life as expressed by the following citation takes a 
blow.: 

"Nothing in Biology Makes Sense Except in the Light of Evolution" 

(Theodosius Grygorovych Dobzhansky, 1973) 

The progress of Christelle’s work has been very good indeed. The compounds she made 
are interesting and we hope that one of her compounds will find industrial applications. 
Chemistry has been good to us. So let me finish with a definition used by NASA, which 
is as all definition not very inspiring as a text, but which unites in one sentence the key 
words of today’s scientific efforts (life, chemical, evolution). We will continue to be 
inspired by our science, even if it is hiding behind a very dry definition. 

"Life is a self-sustaining chemical system that is capable of Darwinian evolution."  
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Final remarks 
My desire to keep the contact to the group has clearly been pushed by the fact that I will 
have to pass a “serious” anniversary this year. I hope that you will find the time to 
browse through this letter. As you could read I will organize a “Journée thématique” on 
the 10th of December 2010. May be some of you will find the time or the interest to join 
us on this occasion. So my hope is to keep contact with all of you, not only electronically 
but may be to see you in person on that event. I am in the process of replacing my old 
web-site. So you will soon be able to find this letter also on our web-site. If you should 
have contact with one of the former members of the group please help me to keep track. 

Group members: 

- Damien THEVENET (Mulhouse) 
Ph.D. student since 2006 
Synthesis of ordered discotic 
mesophases 

- Guillaume JOURNOT 
(Mulhouse) 
Ph.D since 2008 
Scope and limitation of the reduction 
of Calix[4]pyrroles, Calix[4]furanes 
and open systems 

- Dr. Christophe LETONDOR 
(Neuchâtel) 
Postdoc until 2009 
Reactivity of and catalysis with 
totally reduced Calix[4]pyrroles 

- Christelle SCHENK (Neuchâtel) 
Ph.D. student since 2007 
New Methods for the Synthesis of 
Rhazinilam Analogues 

- Inga ZAITSEVA (Neuchâtel) 
Ph.D. student since 2007 
New Methods for the Synthesis of 
Rhazinilam Analogues 

- Dr. Frédéric BRUYNEEL 
(Louvain-la-Neuve) 
Postdoc since 2009 
Reduction to the totally reduced 
Calix[4]pyrroles 

 

 

Former group members 

- Dr. Philippe GUERRY 
Ph.D student 1981 - 1984 
c/o Actelion Pharmaceuticals 
4123 Allschwil 

- Heinz BRODBECK 
Laborant 1982 - 1983 
Address not known 

- Stefan HUBER 
Scientific collaborator 1983 - 1987 
Address not known 
 

- Dr. Anne MEUNIER 
Ph.D student 1984 - 1988 
Address not known 

- Dr. Rainer LÜÖND 
Ph.D student 1987 - 1991 
c/o Novartis Pharma 
4002 Basel 

- Dr. Marcel BAAK 
Ph.D student 1988 - 1991 
c/o Technikum Biel 
4070 Biel 

- Dr. Hugo BERTSCHY 
Ph.D student 1988 - 1991 
c/o F. Hoffmann-La Roche AG 
4070 Basel 

- Dr. Ou Yang LI 
Scientific collaborator 1986 - 1987 
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Address not known 

- Quihan GENG 
Scientific collaborator 1988 - 1989 
Address not known 

- Jalil BELLAMINE 
Scientific collaborator 1989 – 1990 
Address not known 

- Dr. Josef WALKER 
Scientific collaborator 1990 - 1991 
c/o Technikum Chur 
7000 Chur 

- Dr. Joseph SCHOEPFER 
Ph.D student 1990 - 1994 
c/o Novartis Pharma 
4002 Basel 

- Dr. Vladimir MASTIHUBA 
Postdoc 1991 - 1992 
c/o Slovac Academy of Sciences 
SK-845 38 Bratislava 

- Dr. Cécile PASQUIER 
Chef des travaux 1991 - 1995 
c/o Sicpa Management SA 
1008 Prilly 

- Dr. Anton AEBY 
Scientific collaborator 1991 - 1992 
c/o bci Betriebs-AG 
4002 Basel 

- Dr. Dominique AEBY 
Postdoctoral student 1992 - 1993 
c/o Schering Schweiz AG 
6340 Baar 

- Dr. Bernhard ORSAT 
Postdoctoral student 1992 
c/o Lonza 
3930 Visp 

- Dr. Michael PITT 
Postdoctoral student 1992 - 1993 
c/o  Department of Health and 
Ageing, Australia 
Canberra ACT 2601 

- Dr. Andreas FRANZ 
Ph.D student 1992 - 1995 
c/o Syngenta 
1870 Monthey 

- Dr. André CHAPERON 
Ph.D student 1992 - 1996 
c/o BASF 
Entwicklung Schweizerhalle 
4133 Pratteln 

- Dr. Maurus MARTY 
Ph.D student 1992 - 1995 
c/o Firmenich SA 
Genève 

- Pierre-Yves MUSARD 
Scientific collaborator 1993 -1996 
Progrès 103A 
2300 La-Chaux-de-Fonds 

- Dr. Kedar KARMARKAR 
Ph.D student 1993 - 1996 
Bombay 400057 
INDIA 

- Dr. Matthias HENZ 
Ph.D student 1993 - 1997 
c/o Lonza AG 
3930 Visp 

- Dr. Thomas THYRANN 
Postdoctoral student 1995 - 1997 
c/o Ratiopharm Schweiz AG 
4054 Basel 

- Dr. Thomas ENGELOCH 
Ph.D. student  1993- 1998 
c/o Gymnasium Münchenstein, 
4142 Münchenstein 

- Dr. Pavel BOBAL 
Postdoctoral student 1995 - 1998 
64100 Brno 
Czech Republic 

- Dr. Janette BOBALOVA 
Postdoctoral student 1998 
64100 Brno 
Czech Republic 

- Dr. Lenuta GONZALES-CIRES  
Postdoctoral student 1997 - 1998 
2349 Valley View Pl 
Escondido, CA 92026, USA 

- Dr Joerg VELKER 
Ph.D. student 1995 - 1998 
c/o Actelion Pharmaceuticals 
4123 Allschwil 
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- Dr. Caroline ENGELOCH-
JARRET  
Ph.D. student 1995 - 1999 
c/o Novartis Pharma 
4002 Basel 

- Dr. Olivier SIRI  
Postdoctoral student 1999 
c/o Université de la Méditérranée 
F-13288 Marseille 

- Dr. Alain GREPPI  
Ph.D. student 1995 - 1999 
c/o Abbott AG 
6341 Baar 

- Felipe PEREZ GORDILLO  
Erasmus student 1999 
Address not known 

- Dr. Klaus NEUSCHÜTZ 
Ph.D. student 1996 - 1999 
c/o F. Hoffmann-La Roche AG 
4070 Basel 

- Dr. Jean-Philippe ROBLIN 
Postdoc 1998 - 1999 
c/o Université Blaise Pascal  
F-63006 Clermont-Ferrand 

- Dr. Fréderic STAUFFER  
Ph.D. student 1996 - 2000 
c/o Novartis Pharma 
4002 Basel 

- Dr. Jean-Mary SIMONE  
Ph.D. student 1998 - 2001 
c/o Lycée Denis-de-Rougement 
2000 Neuchâtel 

- Dr. Nicolas SOLDERMANN  
Ph.D. student 1998 - 2002 
c/o Novartis Pharma 
4002 Basel 

- Dr. Carole PISSOT 
SOLDERMANN  
Ph.D student 1998 - 2002 
c/o Novartis Pharma 
4002 Basel 

- Jean-Philippe FAURITE 
Scientific collaborator 2000 - 2002 
Address not known 

- Dr. Yann BERGER 
Ph.D. student 1998 - 2002 
Laboratoire cantonal 
1066 Epalinges 

- Dr. Eleonora HOMBERGER-
ZIZZARI 
Ph.D. student 1998 - 2002 
c/o Cimex AG 
4058 Basel 

- Dr. Laurent INGRASSIA 
Postdoctoral student 2001 - 2002 
Bruxelles 

- Michael SCHMID  
Scientific collaborator - 2002 
2300 La Chaux-de Fonds 

- Valentina AUREGGI  
Erasmus. student 2001 - 2002 
Postdoc François Diederich 
ETH-Zürich 

- Laurette SCHMITT  
Scientific collaborator  
Neuchâtel 
2000 Neuchâtel 

- Dr. Sébastien LANASPEZE 
Ph.D. student 2001 - 2004 
c/o Philip Morris 
2000 Neuchâtel 

- Dr. Olivier VALLAT 
Ph.D. student 2000 - 2004 
c/o FEBEX 
1880 Bex 

- Dr. Sabine GACOND 
Ph.D. student 2002 - 2005 
c/o Philip Morris 
2000 Neuchâtel 

- Dr. François LOISEAU 
Ph.D. student 2002 - 2006 
c/o Lonza 
3930 Visp 

- Dr. Ramakrishnan 
VALLINAYAGAM  
Ph.D. 2003 - 2007 
DuPont, India 

- Dr. Valéria BLANGY  
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Ph.D. 2001 - 2007 
1543 Grandcour/VD 

- Dr.Ana-Maria BUCIUMAS  
Ph.D. 2003 - 2008 
Postdoc Alan Katritzky, Gainesville 

- Dr. Beat HERZOG  
Ph.D. student 2003 - 2008 
c/o Lonza 
3930 Visp 

- Vsevolod KHLEBNIKOV 
Stageiaire 2005 - 2008 
University College Dublin  

- Dr. Andrea GUILANDI  
Postdoc for winter 2008 
Università Bologna 

 

 

 

Publications during 2009 

Publication 

1) Macrocyclisation of 2-(5-(2-Hydroxyethyl)furan-2-yl)acetic acid Model 
Compounds of Nonactic Acid 
Carine Eng, Jean-Mary Simone, Akane Hartenbach, François Loiseau, Reinhard 
Neier 
Monatshefte für Chemie 2009, 140(3), 349-354. 

2) rac Methyl 4-azido-3-hydroxy-3-(2-nitrophenyl)butanoate 
Olivier Vallat, Ana-Maria Buciumas, Reinhard Neier and Helen Stoeckli-Evans 
Acta Cryst. E: Structure Reports Online 2009, E65(2), o396-o397. 

3) 5-Hydroxyalkyl Derivatives of tert-Butyl 2-oxo-2,5-dihydro-1H-pyrrole-1-
caboxylate 
Olivier Vallat, Ana-Maria Buciumas, Reinhard Neier and Helen Stoeckli-Evans 
Acta Cryst. C : Crystal Structure Communications 2009, C65(4), o171-o175. 

4) Synthesis, structure, and complexation properties of partially and completely 
reduced meso-octamethylporphyrinogens (calix[4]pyrroles). 
Valeria Blangy, Christophe Heiss, Vsevolod Khlebnikov, Christophe Letondor, 
Helen Stoeckli-Evans 
and Reinhard Neier 
Angewandte Chemie, International Edition 2009, 48(9), 1688-1691. 

5) rac-(2R*,3R*)-S-ethyl 4-chloro-3-hydroxy-2-phenylbutanethioate and rac-
(2R*,3R*)-S-ethyl 2-phenyl-3-(tosyloxy)butanethioate: The dichotomy of the 
stereoselectivity of the Mukaiyama reaction 
Olivier Vallat, Ana-Maria Buciumas, Reinhard Neier and Helen Stoeckli-Evans 
J. Chem. Cryst 2010, 40, 10-14. 

 

Lectures and Posters during 1998 
23.02.2009 Laboratoire de Chimie de Coordination, Campus CNRS 205, Toulouse 

invited lecture, « La chimie des pyrroles: l’interface entre synthèse et  
biologie»  

02.03.2009 Zing Natural Products Conference 2009, Antigua « Synthetic Chemistry 
as a Tool : Porphobilingen Synthase a Case Study»  
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02.03.2009 Olivier Vallat, Ana-Maria Buciumas, Inga Zaitseva, Reinhard Neier. 
Approaches to Rhazinilam. Zingh conference on Natural products, 2 
march 2009, Antigua, UK.  

23.04.2009 Laboratoire de Chimie de Coordination organique, Université de  
Strasbourg, invited lecture, « Nouvelles approches vers la rhazinilame»  

30.04.2009 Faculté de Pharmacie, Université de Strasbourg, invited lecture,  
 « La biosynthèse de la porphobilinogène: La 2ème étape vers les pigments 
 de la vie»  

02.05.2009 Valeria Blangy, Christophe Heiss, Vsevolod Khlebnikov, Christophe 
Letondor, Helen Stoeckli-Evans, R. Neier. Reduction of Calix[4]pyrroles: 
Chemistry and Complex Formation. Grasmere Meeting of the 
Heterocyclic Group of the RSC, Grasmere, UK.  

10.07.2009 Damien Thevenet, Reinhard Neier. Synthetic Approach to Triphenylene-
Based Discotic Liquid Crystalline Dimers. 16th European Symposium on 
Organic Chemistry, Prague, Institute of Organic Chemistry and 
Biochemistry Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic ; Abstract 
P2.205.  

11.07.2009 Guillaume Journot, Andrea Gualandi, Christophe Letondor, Reinhard 
Neier. Synthesis, Structure & complexation of reduced calix[4]pyrroles: 
toward new macrocycles. 16th European Symposium on Organic 
Chemistry, Prague, Institute of Organic Chemistry and Biochemistry 
Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic ; Abstract P1.183.  

04.09.2009 Damien Thevenet, Reinhard Neier. Synthesis of Triphenylene Dimer: 
Tailoring of Liquid Crystalline and Optical Properties. Société Suisse de 
Chimie, Assemblée d’automne, EPFL Lausanne(Suisse); Chimia 2009, 63, 
454, Abstract 292.  

04.09.2009 Guillaume Journot, Andrea Guilandi, Christophe Letondor, Reinhard 
Neier. Synthesis, Structure & Complexation of Reduced Calix[4]pyrroles: 
Toward New Macrocyclic Ligands. Société Suisse de Chimie, Assemblée 
d’automne, EPFL Lausanne(Suisse); Chimia 2009, 63, 457, Abstract 307.  

04.09.2009 Inga Zaitseva, Ana-Maria Buciumas, Olivier Vallat, Reinhard Neier. 
Towards the Total Synthesis of Rhazinilam analogue. Société Suisse de 
Chimie, Assemblée d’automne, EPFL Lausanne(Suisse); Chimia 2009, 63, 
461, Abstract 320.  
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