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2009 can not be worse! (let us be optimistic) 

A look back with hope 
As I am writing this Newsletter I am in Bettmeralp looking at the Alpes covered with 
snow and glittering in the sunshine. My view of things is influenced by this beautiful 
perspective. The sunshine and the beauty of the landscape positively inspire my view of 
the future. Positive thinking is needed now more than ever.  

I wrote last year that 2008 has to be better than 2007. I did not imagine all the news to 
come. We are living through historic economic times. Many unprecedented things 
happened. Before 2008 clever persons, smart companies, wise governments and 
intelligent universities had a chance to protect themselves and their collaborators. When 
a crisis erupted, there was some time to find a shelter; there were some places, which 
were not touched. We live through the first world-wide crisis accelerated by the general 
availability of IT all over the globe. We know day by day, hour by hour, minute by 
minute what happens. We can in real-time analyze the situation but this does not help to 
solve the problem. The economic patient is seriously ill and even the most clever 
experts do not know how to give health back to the financial system and to the 
economy. The whole world uses the same computer programs to analyze the events, but 
nobody knows how to solve the fundamental problems. The article of Richard Dale with 
the title “The financial meltdown is an academic crisis too” 
(http://www.voxeu.org/index.php?q=node/2618 ) translated by « Le Temps » (Vendredi 
9 janvier 2009 page 14) is clear: « What we have witnessed in recent months is not only 
the fracturing of the world’s financial system but the discrediting of an academic 
discipline. Is it too harsh to conclude that … our understanding of the behaviour of 
financial markets is no greater than it was in 1929/33 or indeed 1720? »  

The situation can be compared to the situation of somebody who is surprised by an 
avalanche. The more you try to fight against the moving masses of snow the bigger the 
avalanche will become. Too much snow has been accumulated on dangerous slopes 
high up in the mountains. Now the snow has lost its cohesion, it does not hold anymore 
on these slopes. The avalanche has been triggered and more and more snow is on the 
move down into the valley taking everything with it. All of us just look at it without 
understanding how we could get into such an economic mess. We feel as if we were 
standing in the middle of very dense fog, we hear the avalanches coming down, but we 
do not know from which direction they will come.  

If the picture of the avalanches has any meaning in the actual context, there is only one 
recipe: Try to keep out of the path of the avalanches. This is easy to say but difficult to 
apply especially if you do not see anything because of the dense fog. Avalanches are all 
around us and the chances are good that we will be hit in some way or the other, even if 
we try to keep away from the main pathways used by the avalanches. I only can wish all 
of us luck in difficult times. 

Let us start with some good news. The analytical services of the Faculty (SAF = Service 
Analytiqe Facultaire) have become even stronger in 2008. Bruno Therrien was 
nominated by the Rector ad interim to the position of a technician responsible for X-ray 
analytics, but still being associated with the group of Professor Süss-Fink. The two 
persons responsible for NMR, Dr. Julien Furrer, and for MS, Dr. Armelle Vallat, have 
done an extraordinary job. Many measurements were done for external companies. The 
quality of the services was also recognized by research groups in biology, who fully 

http://www.voxeu.org/index.php?q=node/2618
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profited of the analytical techniques available. The services done for the research 
groups in chemistry have been of the highest quality and many results could only be 
obtained due to the presence of these two extraordinary scientists.  

For 2009 the members of the SAF have several projects: 1) Based on a project PIC on 
“Plant Sciences in Switzerland” Dr. Armelle Vallat has co-submitted a project to buy a 
MALDI-TOF paid by federal funds. Let us keep our fingers crossed that it will work 
out; 2) In the beginning of 2009 we will try to submit a REQUIP project to replace the 
workhorse of the MS service the LCQ, who is already more than 10 years old; 3) For 
the summer 2009 the members of SAF hope to propose a module in analytical 
techniques either in the context of a doctoral program or as “formation continue”:  

In 2008 the chemistry department has become a service teaching department 
exclusively: Our task is to give basic training in chemistry (= 1st year teaching) for 
biologists, premedical students and to 1st year pharmacy students. We participate also in 
the master program of one of the biology masters giving lectures and lab sessions in 
natural products chemistry. Our own study plans have either been transferred (master in 
micro- and nanotechnology to EPFL) or have found no students (1st year in chemistry). 

For the Chemistry Department the challenges of 2009 will be to find a new equilibrium 
within a Faculty of Science. The composition of the department has changed: we are 
three professors and three full-time scientific staff. The strength of Chemistry is 
exclusively the service activities: teaching, analytics and buying and selling chemicals. 
The Chemistry Department has lost the capacity to act as an independent unity. The best 
hope for the moment is the creation of a Bachelor study plan on the management of 
natural resources. The title sounds good. One should not underestimate how difficult it 
will be to create a study plan, which is attractive and useful for the future students. At 
the moment it is highly probable that it will take a lot of time (=hopefully not too much 
time) before this new study plan can be realized. 

One of the most important challenges for the Chemistry Department is the creation of a 
doctoral program (see: 

http://www.snf.ch/F/encouragement/personnes/prodoc/Pages/default.aspx; 
http://www.cuso.ch/programmes-doctoraux/principes-generaux/). 

As a first step we will organize a series of “journées thématiques”. The following three 
“journées thématiques” are already organized: 

5th and 6th of May: Supramolecular and Polymer Chemistry and their applications:  
Main speaker: Professor Timothy M. Swager, MIT;  
Invited speakers: Professor Dieter Schlüter, ETH-Zürich; Professor Wolfgang Meier, 
Universität Basel; Priv.-Doz. Dr. Martin Baumgarten MPI for Polymer Research Mainz 
18th and 19th of June: Novel Methods in Organic Synthesis:  
Main speakers: Professor Peter Wipf, University of Pittsburgh, Professor Paul Knochel, 
Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München; Invited speakers: Professor Alex Alexakis, 
Université de Genève; 
22nd and 23rd of June: The Drug Discovery Process:  
Main speaker: Professor Horst Kessler, TU München; Invited speakers: Professor Karl-
Heinz Altmann, ETH-Z, Professor Beat Ernst, Universität Basel 

Hopefully these days will be a success. The idea is to concentrate the scientific 
activities so that a doctoral program can be created. These days will be open to students 
and chemists from outside the University of Neuchatel as well. So if you find one of the 
programs attractive, please do not hesitate to come and join in. 

http://www.snf.ch/F/encouragement/personnes/prodoc/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.cuso.ch/programmes-doctoraux/principes-generaux/
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The general picture of the University has changed. Since the 1st of August 2008 we 
have a new Rector, respectively Rectrice, Martine Rahier. The new Rectorat has created 
a “Plan d’Intentions”. The Rectorat has to make propositions to the politicians for the 
next four years. This is a difficult exercise. The politicians in power now and the 
“Conseil de l’Université” being in place at the moment will change within four months. 
There will be cantonal elections renewing the government and the cantonal parliament. 
The most important decision for the University will be the renewal of the member of 
government responsible for the education. Mme Perrinjaquet has decided that she will 
step down concentrate on her activities as member of the federal parliament 
(Nationalrat). The decision of Mme Perrinjaquet to leave the government of Neuchâtel 
is wise. In Berne, she will be 1 member of the “Nationalrat” out of 200. In the 
Neuchâtel government she was 1 member of government out of 5!  

The University has to wait and see what happens and especially who is becoming the 
new member of the government. The political future is uncertain. The University has to 
play it smoothly in order to be ready for everything! The “Plan d’Intentions” had 
therefore to be written using many elegant words and a lot of propaganda sentences, 
avoiding clear guidelines. This hazy approach is needed, so that the new government 
can give a new impulse. 

For once this uncertainty does not touch Chemistry directly. Within the Science Faculty 
we play the role of an enabling science as service unit for Biology and Hydrogeology. 
So our role is not influenced by big politics or at least not as strongly influenced as in 
the past. 

The most important changes occurred more on the administrative and organizational 
level. As the groups of Professors Thomas Ward and Thomas Bürgi left this spring 
respectively this summer a large surface of the Chemistry building was emptied. The 3rd 
and the 1st floor have been attributed to Chemistry (3rd floor: groups of Robert 
Deschneaux and Reinhard Neier as well as two laboratories for Bruno Therrien. 1st 
floor: group of Georg Süss-Fink as well as the laboratories for the 1st year students). In 
the ground floor the “magasin” will stay as it is and the “service analytique facultaire” 
will receive enough room for the two NMR spectrometers and for the three MS 
instruments. 

At the moment we have been officially informed, that the whole of physics, including 
the workshop, will be installed in the Chemistry building. The 2nd floor has been 
attributed to Physics (the “laboratoire temps-fréquence”). The ground floor will be 
mainly occupied by the workshop. On the floor of the “cafeteria” ethno-biology and 
archeo-zoology should be installed and most of the rest of the floor has been officially 
attributed as being reserved by the Rectrice for future use. We will find out with time, 
what this means. This is part of the new communication strategy: decide first, inform 
later. This approach is completely in tune with what Christian Marquis predicted before 
leaving his job at the University. I sincerely thank Christian for his lucid analysis. His 
remarks have been very helpful to put things in context.  

The whole of the second floor has been emptied just before Christmas and is now ready 
to receive the last laboratory of the department of physics (laboratoire temps-
fréquence). For those of you, who did their Ph.D. in the laboratories in the 2nd floor I 
have added some pictures. I must admit it was a nostalgic moment, when all the hoods 
were destroyed. Decisions become tangible and memories are gone for ever. 
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Four pictures illustrating the changes from a chemistry laboratory to an empty space 
ready to receive the physics laboratories. 

Compared to Physics, Chemistry has been spared by most of the recent events. The 
colleagues from Physics are living through very tough times. They have gone through 
an onslaught of extreme virulence. At the moment there is one research group left. The 
communication of the University has been such that a lot of aggressions and 
misunderstandings have been created. It is our task to receive our colleagues from 
Physics as generously as we can. We hope to create a good working atmosphere 
favorable to both Chemistry and Physics. There will be other newcomers: The ones 
known or informally known are archeo-zoology and ethno-biology. The Chemistry 
building will become a rainbow building mixing all sorts of interests and specialized 
knowledge into one place. We will certainly be able to learn a lot from each other. 

A year ago I speculated that Chemistry might become a specialized research institute 
partially financed by mandates and private funds. Things are not going that fast. But 
some positive activities have been started in 2008. The group of Georg Süss-Fink has 
started an intense collaboration with the group of Professor Paul Dyson from EPFL. 
They have submitted two patents on photodynamic cancer therapy using organometallic 
compounds. They then created a common start-up. On an opportunistic level this is 
good and going into the right direction. One should never forget, that cancer therapy is a 
difficult field. The “Service analytique facultaire” has been doing a considerable 
number of analytical services. The major client was FEBEX a highly specialized 
company situated in Bex 
(http://www.febex.ch/sites/ceca/en/business/phosphorus/home.page ). Our group has 
also collaborated with FEBEX. We offered FEBEX the possibility to do research 
projects in our laboratories. The most intense phase was the stage of Christelle Schenk 
at the end of the year. We are extremely thankful to Olivier Vallat, who has created 
these opportunities for fruitful collaboration. We have also a starting collaboration with 

http://www.febex.ch/sites/ceca/en/business/phosphorus/home.page
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ASULAB, who needs special polymers for electronics application. All these actions are 
small activities at the moment, but at least we are going into the right direction. 

Life in industry during 2008 has been schizophrenic. Most companies, living in the real 
world with a reasonable leverage, had a good, some of them even an excellent first part 
of the year 2008. Those companies, who are linked to the industrial world especially 
those linked to the motor car industry, have then been terribly hit by the crisis in 
summer or latest in autumn 2008. All those companies hit by the crisis have seen a 
brutal change from a high level of activity to almost zero within one or two months. 
Nothing like this has ever been seen before at least not during our life times. The 
diminishing of orders reached 25 % minus or even more within a month. To these 
problems in the real world one has to add the difficulties and the almost complete 
standstill of the virtual world of the banking and financial system. 

Life science industries had a mixed year but at least they were spared the most brutal 
blows of the crisis (at least so far). For the moment people are still ill and still need 
drugs and their insurances still pay for them. Pharma will not have such a horrendous 
fall of the business as the more industry oriented companies, but a reduction of the 
consumption will also touch pharma. In pharma the cycles are long. Big pharma is 
undergoing a “Measured Metamorphosis” (see: C&EN December 1, 2008, Volume 
86, Number 48, pp. 15-24). The subtitle of this article says: “Drug firms have spent the 
year adopting new business models aimed at igniting innovation, protecting 
profitability”. Key sentences of this article are: “LARGE PHARMA wants to move from 
being bureaucratic and lethargic to being leaner, more nimble, and more agile. Eli 
Lilly & Co., for example, is changing its business model to allow it to operate within a 
network of partners rather than as a fully integrated pharmaceutical company. Under 
the new model, companies are farming out more of their R&D work to contract 
research organizations, many of which are in developing countries where strong 
scientific talent is available at a lower wage than in more mature regions. Employing 
scientists around the world benefits some companies by allowing them to "follow the 
sun". In October, Merck & Co. said it is creating a new business model that is "more 
customer-centric, as well as more agile". Novartis has long been a standout among 
branded pharmaceutical companies in also running a generic drug business. Now, 
others are adopting a business model that involves diversifying into other businesses 
such as generics or consumer health products to reduce dependence on branded 
pharmaceuticals. In addition to collaborating with other firms, drug companies are 
increasingly willing to forge R&D partnerships with academia to access innovative 
science and emerging technologies."  

One of the strategies for the pharma companies is to tighten the links to academic 
laboratories thereby creating “The New Deal” (C&EN November 10, 2008, Volume 
86, Number 45, pp. 13-20). The subtitle of this cover story reads: “Seeking closer ties, 
drug companies and universities shake up the model for research alliances.” I quote 
only three key sentences: Leibel believes the move from the bench to the bedside can 
occur more quickly if researchers on either end of the spectrum—academics with 
expertise in establishing promising new targets and companies with compound 
libraries—would only work together. This means a shift away from the study of basic 
biological questions by individual researchers to a more holistic exploration of key 
medical problems. Such collaborations are a major shift from the mostly atomized 
approach, which is historically the way a lot of biomedical research has been done (in 
academia).  
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Restructuring has occurred in many if not all the pharma companies. This automatically 
means “A Tough Job Market Looms” (C&EN November 3, 2008, Volume 86, 
Number 44, p. 43). The subtitle of this article reads: THIS YEAR'S employment outlook 
ought to be labeled, "Caution: Unpredictable market ahead." The key sentences of this 
article are: Although the industrial representatives who spoke with C&EN this year 
report that their companies are hiring, they are doing so with a "wait and see" attitude 
toward a possibly weaker job market in 2009. business conditions have already affected 
the job market in the pharmaceutical industry, where hiring is down from historic 
norms. Although Merck has just announced elimination of 12% of its positions 
worldwide (C&EN Online Latest News, Oct. 27), the company is recruiting for chemists 
at all degree levels at its West Point, Pa., and Rahway, N.J., research sites. Several of 
the companies that normally recruit are in the middle of hiring freezes, are lowering 
hiring numbers, or are sending fewer recruiters than initially planned. The entire 
pharmaceutical industry is in a period of major reorganization and general downsizing. 
A significant amount of their functions have been outsourced to China and India, 
creating many new jobs in those developing countries but reducing the opportunities in 
the U.S. and Europe.  

Last year I wrote: “A different challenge waits for the two chemistry-oriented 
companies: CIBA Specialties and Clariant. Both of them are in a very difficult 
situation. Looking at the development of their share prices recently is a sign on the wall 
that changes (mergers, delocalization, moving activities out of Switzerland, selling of 
activities or all these measures together) are expected to happen soon.” As we all know 
CIBA Specialties has not survived and has become part of BASF. It is sad, that a 
company like CIBA had to go this way. Historians and economists will tell us the 
reasons for this move and explain the mistakes made in the past. The news are no good 
and I only can keep my fingers crossed for the colleagues working in CIBA. An even 
more tragic development is the recent “restructuring” of Arpida (http://www.arpida.ch/ 
). The announcement reads: Arpida’s Board of Directors has unanimously approved the 
full implementation of the previously announced measures for significantly reducing 
costs to focus on Iclaprim. As a result, the company gains the time needed to consider 
and develop all strategic options. Key elements of the action plan to reduce costs 
include: 
• the immediate reduction of the workforce by three-quarters down to 20 employees. In 
clear terms: roughly 60 scientists and technicians, mostly those active in research and 
development have lost their jobs. 

The extreme changes in oil prices of last year are a clear indication of an unstable 
situation. We are living in a system, where short term changes influences without any 
damping the long term development. Worse the system has many positive feedback 
loops, which creates an unstable situation and many exaggerations. In chemical terms 
kinetics is all mighty, thermodynamics has been forgotten. This creates opportunities 
for shrewd businessmen to make big money by surfing the wave. The unfortunate point 
is we always pay the price. If the exaggerated price for oil increases even more, a small 
number of trading companies and of oil companies can make big profits, we pay for 
these profits and our salaries follow only slowly. If the price tag is getting all of a 
sudden much smaller, this is the sign that the economy is suffering and we are all 
touched as well. This sounds very much like a game, where you are sure you always 
will loose.  

The rules of the game have brutally changed and we all try to find out what the new 
rules are. We can not master the situation by extrapolating the events of the last months, 
the last years, the last ten years or the last fifty years. We have lost our reference points. 

http://pubs.acs.org/cen/news/86/i44/8644news1.html
http://www.arpida.ch/
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Historically we have to go back very far in order to find a situation similar, but 
obviously not identical to our actual situation. The only way out will be to use our 
forces, our intelligence and to believe in our strength. There is not much which is left, 
after we have paid for UBS, but at least we are healthy, we can work, we can think and 
we can try to solve the problems ahead. We have a huge responsibility not only for us, 
but much more so for the future generations. 

I sincerely wish you and your families a happy 2009. 

The Group 
For the group 2008 was a quiet year. The most important events were: the start of a 
successful collaboration with the group of Professor Diego Savoia from Bologna, the 
publication of a series of papers, the concentration of the focus of the group on one 
subject and the birth of the first baby ever from an active Ph.D. student. 

The composition of the group last year was once again undergoing some changes. In 
average we had 4 Ph.D. students and 2 postdoctoral students, 1 stageiaire and 2 
apprentis (technicians). The composition of the academic staff has stayed European: 3 
French members, 2 Russian members, 1 Italian member and 1 Swiss member. The last 
diploma student in Chemistry of our Department finished his work last year with 
success. Patrice Gurba is now working as high school teacher in Porrentruy. Seva 
Khlebnikov has left the group this summer joining the group of Professor Martin 
Albrecht in Fribourg first, moving to Dublin soon. Two students have finished their 
Ph.D. Ana-Maria Buciumas finished late in spring and joined the group of Alan 
Katritzky at Gainesville in Florida as a postdoc. Beat Herzog finished his Ph.D. this 
summer and started immediately at Lonza in QA in Visp. Both of them had a hectic 
finish. The most important point: both of them had a job to go to after finishing their 
Ph.D. and both of them were proud finishing their thesis.  

We had the chance to have several new scientists joining the group. Christophe 
Letondor joined the group last summer coming back from his Postdoc at Scripps. He 
has a joined appointment between my group and the group of Professor Helen Stoeckli. 
Andrea Guilandi joined our group for a Postdoctoral stay coming from Diego Savoia’s 
group in Bologna. Guillaume Journot having finished his Master in Mulhouse joined the 
group this autumn for a Ph.D.. Finally Christelle Schenk joined in on a project financed 
by FEBEX.  

The group had to take over the responsibility for the 1st year lab course for biology 
students. This is quite a change from the 4th year organic synthesis lab projects we 
supervised so far. It was impressive how all the group members launched themselves 
into this new job. My special thanks are going to Christophe Letondor. He did an 
excellent job. Switching to these new tasks has been going smoothly despite many 
obvious challenges. The new distribution of the tasks has created more need for 
coordination between the different groups. The responsibilities are shared, the labs are 
shared and it is not at all evident to run lab courses under these conditions. 

Two future scientists joined the group for a short time. Maude Giroud, a Bachelor 
student from EPFL, made a stage in our group. She integrated very well and she was 
very successful. Damien Thévenet was an excellent guide and part of the success is 
certainly due to his efforts. Maude enjoyed doing synthesis and she made her own new 
compounds. It is her intention to spend some time after her Bachelor in industry and 
some time in Canada. These two stages will allow her to broaden her view on chemistry 
and to have an excellent background for her future career. A highschool student from 
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La Chaux de Fonds spent some time in our lab in the context of the work she had to do 
for her “travail de maturité”. Thanks to the efforts and the enthusiasm of Guillaume this 
stage worked out very well indeed. We are now curious to see how the “travail de 
maturité” will reflect these efforts. 

I am teaching “Inorganic Analytical Chemistry” to 1st year biology and pharmacy 
students, which is a challenge in itself. The basic knowledge of the students varies 
widely. So the teaching is tough as is the evaluation given by the students. For some of 
them everything is clear and for some of them nothing is clear. Regarding the subjects 
taught it is not evident how to motivate them to take this lecture as an important part of 
their apprenticeship. To teach them the solubility product of silver chloride does not 
seem to me to be the most attractive of all subjects for future biologists. On the other 
side subjects like the solubility of calcium oxalate important as “natural precipitate” in 
plants but also in human bodies is far to complex for most of them. Finally validation is 
a problem. The subject gives the opportunity to do simple calculus, which is easy to 
control. But replacing chemical understanding by equations is not the best of all ideas. 
So the challenges are formidable. 

Chemistry 2008 
The group is now mainly active in three areas. The major effort is concentrated on the 
new ligands, which can be obtained by the reduction of calix[4]pyrroles. The first 
publication in Angewandte has just appeared electronically including an inner title page 
illustration. We are making major efforts to establish our “claims” in the field. We 
concentrate at the moment on three major subjects: 1) improve the yield of the 
reduction and increase our understanding of the mechanism of the catalytic 
hydrogenation; 2) study similar skeletons and similar reactions in order to broaden the 
scope of structures available; 3) create a multitude of metal complexes and study their 
behavior as catalysts. As we are the first who have been able to obtain the reduction 
product after more than 120 years, we feel a little bit like an explorer on a new 
continent. We would like to rush in order to discover as much of the new country 
ourselves. The spirit is high. There are many, many new ideas what we could do. 
Thanks to the enthusiasm and the skills of Andrea, Christophe and Guillaume (in 
alphabetical order) we have made enormous progress already. The collaboration at a 
distance with Professor Diego Savoia has been very fruitful and we will reinforce this 
collaboration. We had the chance that due to the help of Armelle and Julien from the 
analytical services we have been able to establish structures and to separate mixtures we 
were not able to characterize before. So we are really looking forward to harness the 
fruits of a long period of research. Most exciting is the fact that even simple 
transformation still can give us considerable puzzles. We keep our enthusiasm for 
chemical puzzle solving and we hope that we will not loose it. I hope you will get a 
flavor of our passion looking at the inner title page and at some of the sturctures from 
our Angewandte article.  

The second subject is treated single handedly by Damien. He has done excellent work 
and he has impressive results. He has developed the chemistry to join together two 
elements which form ordered hexagonal packing of discotic mesophases. The long term 
goal is the fabrication of ordered mesophases with predictable properties. The 
molecules Damien has in hand now have already interesting photochemical and 
photophysical properties. In order to characterize these properties we will have to find a 
group to do the measurements with a state-of-the-art equipment. The final touch is still 
missing but the structures Damien made are already sufficiently interesting. Even more 
important Damien has established and fine tuned the chemistry necessary for the 
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synthesis of these compounds. This is an (synthetically) interesting story on its own. 

 
Inner title page of Angewandte 

 
The structures of the copper, nickel and palladium complex of the totally reduced 
calix[4]pyrrole. 

The final subject treated in our group is the synthesis of Rhazinilam analogues. This 
project is in the hands of Inga, who had to take a leave to give birth to Ekaterina 
(congratulations). In the end everything went smoothly, but there was a period of some 
fear. Inga will come back to the lab soon. It is obvious that doing a synthesis Ph.D. and 
having a family will be quite a challenge. Inga is a very determined person and I am 
sure she will find a good way to make steps forwards as well in her family as in her 
research. 
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We kept our focus on synthesis. This is part of our core competence, it is part of our 
passion and it is intellectually stimulating. The way to solve economic, ecologic and 
scientific problems: 

The book of live has been written in chemistry. If we want to read it, we 
have to be literate (Albert Eschenmoser) 

Final remarks 
The idea to create contacts between actual and former group members still is the major 
motivation writing this letter. I have the firm intention to continue to keep the contacts 
between the actual group and former group members. You will be able to find this letter 
also on our web-site, which will change soon. If you should have contact with one of 
the former members of the group please help me to keep track. 

Group members: 
- Damien THEVENET (Mulhouse) 
Ph.D. student since 2006 
Synthesis of ordered discotic 
mesophases 

- Dr. Andrea GUILANDI 
(Bologna) 
Postdoc for winter 2008 
Reduction of Calix[4]pyrroles 

- Patrice GURBA (Neuchâtel) 
Diploma student since 2007 
Synthèse de Nouveaux Bio-
Conjugués d’Acide 5-
Aminolévulinique avec des 
Nucléotides 

 

 

 

- Guillaume JOURNOT 
(Mulhouse) 
Ph.D since 2008 
Scope and limitation of the reduction 
of Calix[4]pyrroles, Calix[4]furanes 
and open systems 

- Dr. Christophe LETONDOR 
(Neuchâtel) 
Postdoc since 2008 
Reactivity of and catalysis with 
totally reduced Calix[4]pyrroles 

- Christelle SCHENK (Neuchâtel) 
Scientific collaborator since 2007 
New organophosphorus compounds 

- Inga ZAITSEVA (Neuchâtel) 
Ph.D. student since 2007 
New Methods for the Synthesis of 
Rhazinilam Analogues 

 

Former group members 
- Dr. Philippe GUERRY 
Ph.D student 1981 - 1984 
c/o Actelion Pharmaceuticals 
4123 Allschwil 

- Heinz BRODBECK 
Laborant 1982 - 1983 
Dorfstrasse 4 
8955 Oetwil a. Limmat 

- Stefan HUBER 
Scientific collaborator 1983 - 1987 
Bahnhof 

4563 Gerlafingen 

- Dr. Anne MEUNIER 
Ph.D student 1984 - 1988 
address not known 

- Dr. Rainer LÜÖND 
Ph.D student 1987 - 1991 
c/o Novartis Pharma 
4002 Basel 

 

- Dr. Marcel BAAK 
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Ph.D student 1988 - 1991 
c/o Technikum Biel 
4070 Biel 

- Dr. Hugo BERTSCHY 
Ph.D student 1988 - 1991 
c/o F. Hoffmann-La Roche AG 
4070 Basel 

- Dr. Ou Yang LI 
Scientific collaborator 1986 - 1987 
c/o Medical and Health Analytic 
Center 
Beijing Medical University 
Beijing, 100083, P.R. CHINA 

- Quihan GENG 
Scientific collaborator 1988 - 1989 
c/o Enviromental Protection 
Department 
Jianhan University 
Wuhan, Hubai 
P.R. CHINA 

- Jalil BELLAMINE 
Scientific collaborator 1989 – 1990 
 
 

- Dr. Josef WALKER 
Scientific collaborator 1990 - 1991 
c/o Technikum Chur 
7000 Chur 

- Dr. Joseph SCHOEPFER 
Ph.D student 1990 - 1994 
c/o Novartis Pharma 
4002 Basel 

- Dr. Vladimir MASTIHUBA 
Postdoc 1991 - 1992 
c/o Slovac Academy of Sciences 
SK-845 38 Bratislava 

- Dr. Cécile PASQUIER 
Chef des travaux 1991 - 1995 
c/o Cosmital SA 
1723 Marly 

- Dr. Anton AEBY 
Scientific collaborator 1991 - 1992 
c/o bci Betriebs-AG 
4002 Basel 

- Dr. Dominique AEBY 
Postdoctoral student 1992 - 1993 

c/o Schering Schweiz AG 
6340 Baar 

- Dr. Bernhard ORSAT 
Postdoctoral student 1992 
c/o Lonza 
3930 Visp 

- Dr. Michael PITT 
Postdoctoral student 1992 - 1993 
c/o Office of Chemical Safety 
Woden Act 2606 
AUSTRALIA 

- Dr. Andreas FRANZ 
Ph.D student 1992 - 1995 
c/o Syngenta 
1870 Monthey 

- Dr. André CHAPERON 
Ph.D student 1992 - 1996 
c/o CIBA Specialties 
4133 Pratteln 

- Dr. Maurus MARTY 
Ph.D student 1992 - 1995 
c/o Firmenich SA 
Genève 

- Pierre-Yves MUSARD 
Scientific collaborator 1993 -1996 
Progrès 103A 
2300 La-Chaux-de-Fonds 

- Dr. Kedar KARMARKAR 
Ph.D student 1993 - 1996 
Bombay 400057 
INDIA 

- Dr. Matthias HENZ 
Ph.D student 1993 - 1997 
c/o Lonza AG 
3930 Visp 

- Dr. Thomas THYRANN 
Postdoctoral student 1995 - 1997 
c/o Ratiopharm Schweiz AG 
4054 Basel 

- Dr. Thomas ENGELOCH 
Ph.D. student  1993- 1998 
c/o Gymnasium Münchenstein, 
4142 Münchenstein 

- Dr. Pavel BOBAL 
Postdoctoral student 1995 - 1998 
64100 Brno 
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Czech Republic 

- Dr. Janette BOBALOVA 
Postdoctoral student 1998 
64100 Brno 
Czech Republic 

- Dr. Lenuta GONZALES-CIRES  
Postdoctoral student 1997 - 1998 
2349 Valley View Pl 
Escondido, CA 92026, USA 

- Dr Joerg VELKER 
Ph.D. student 1995 - 1998 
c/o Actelion Pharmaceuticals 
4123 Allschwil 

- Dr. Caroline ENGELOCH-
JARRET  
Ph.D. student 1995 - 1999 
c/o Novartis Pharma 
4002 Basel 

- Dr. Olivier SIRI  
Postdoctoral student 1999 
c/o Université Aix Marseille 
F-13288 Marseille 
France 

- Dr. Alain GREPPI  
Ph.D. student 1995 - 1999 
c/o Essex Chemie AG 
6006 Luzern 

- Felipe PEREZ GORDILLO  
Erasmus student 1999 

- Dr. Klaus NEUSCHÜTZ 
Ph.D. student 1996 - 1999 
c/o F. Hoffmann-La Roche AG 
4070 Basel 

- Dr. Jean-Philippe ROBLIN 
Postdoc 1998 - 1999 
c/o Université Blaise Pascal  
F-63006 Clermont-Ferrand 
France 

- Dr. Fréderic STAUFFER 
(Neuchâtel) 
Ph.D. student 1996 - 2000 
c/o Novartis Pharma 
4002 Basel 

- Dr. Jean-Mary SIMONE  
Ph.D. student 1998 - 2001 
c/o Lycée Denis-de-Rougement 

2000 Neuchâtel 

- Dr. Nicolas SOLDERMANN  
Ph.D. student 1998 - 2002 
c/o Novartis Pharma 
4002 Basel 

- Dr. Carole PISSOT 
SOLDERMANN  
Ph.D student 1998 - 2002 
c/o Novartis Pharma 
4002 Basel 

- Jean-Philippe FAURITE 
Scientific collaborator 2000 - 2002 
Address not known 

- Dr. Yann BERGER 
Ph.D. student 1998 - 2002 
Laboratoire cantonal 
1066 Epalinges 

- Dr. Eleonora HOMBERGER-
ZIZZARI 
Ph.D. student 1998 - 2002 
c/o Cimex AG 
4058 Basel 

- Dr. Laurent INGRASSIA 
Postdoctoral student 2001 - 2002 
Bruxelles 

- Michael SCHMID  
Scientific collaborator - 2002 
2300 La Chaux-de Fonds 

- Valentina AUREGGI  
Erasmus. student 2001 - 2002 
Postdoc Marc Lautens 
Torronto 

- Laurette SCHMITT  
Scientific collaborator  
c/o IMT 
2000 Neuchâtel 

- Dr. Sébastien LANASPEZE 
Ph.D. student 2001 - 2004 
c/o Philip Morris 
2000 Neuchâtel 

- Dr. Olivier VALLAT 
Ph.D. student 2000 - 2004 
c/o FEBEX 
1880 Bex 

- Dr. Sabine GACOND 
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Ph.D. student 2002 - 2005 
c/o Philip Morris 
2000 Neuchâtel 

- Dr. François LOISEAU 
Ph.D. student 2002 - 2006 
c/o Lonza 
3930 Visp 

- Dr. Ramakrishnan 
VALLINAYAGAM (Mumbai) 
Ph.D. 2003 - 2007 
Postdoc Andrew Hamilton, Yale 

- Dr. Valentina AUREGGI (Como) 
Ph.D. student together with Novartis 
2003 - 2007 
Postdoc Marc Lautens, Torronto 

- Dr.Ana-Maria BUCIUMAS (Iasi) 
Ph.D. 2003 - 2008 
Postdoc Alan Katritzky, Gainesville 

- Dr. Beat HERZOG (Basel) 
Ph.D. student 2003 - 2008 
c/o Lonza 
3930 Visp 

- Vsevolod KHLEBNIKOV (St. 
Petersburg) 
Stageiaire 2005 - 2008 
Ph.D. student Martin Albrecht,  
1700 Fribourg  

Publication during 2006 
Publication 

1) Synthesis of Novel and Stable 5-Aminolevulinic Acid Derivatives fort the 
Efficient Synthesis of 5-Aminolevulinic Acid Based Prodrugs 
Ramakrishnan Vallinayagam, Hugo Bertschy, Yann Berger, Virginie Wenger, 
Reinhard Neier 
Synthesis 2007, 3731-3735.  

2) Facile Synthesis of a “Ready to Use” Precursor of Porphobilinogen and Its Amino 
Acid Derivatives 
Carole Pissot Soldermann, Ramakrishnan Vallinayagam, Manuel Tzouros, 
Reinhard Neier 
J. Org. Chem 2008, 73, 764-767.  

3) Glycoside Esters of 5-Aminolevulinic Acid for Photodynamic Therapy of Cancer 
Ramakrishnan Vallinayagam, Frederic Schmitt, Jerome Barge, Georges 
Wagnieres, Virginie Wenger, Reinhard Neier, Lucienne Juillerat-Jeanneret 
Bioconjugate Chemistry 2008, 19(4), 821-839.  

4) Macrocyclisation of 2-(5-(2-Hydroxyethyl)furan-2-yl)acetic acid Model 
Compounds of Nonactic Acid 
Carine Eng, Jean-Mary Simone, Akane Hartenbach, François Loiseau, Reinhard 
Neier 
Monatshefte für Chemie 2008, .DOI: 10.1007/s00706-008-0031-4 

5) Novel Bioconjugates of Aminolevulinic Acid with Vitamins 
Ramakrishnan Vallinayagam, Joanne Weber, Reinhard Neier 
Organic Letters 2008, 10(20), 4453-4455  

6) Novel Bioconjugates of Aminolevulinic Acid with Nucleosides 
Patrice Gurba, Ramakrishnan Vallinayagam, Frédéric Schmitt, Julien Furrer, 
Lucienne Juillerat-Jeanneret, Reinhard Neier 
Synthesis 2008, 3957 - 3962.  

7) rac-(2R*,3R*)-S-ethyl 4-chloro-3-hydroxy-2-phenylbutanethioate and rac-
(2R*,3R*)-S-ethyl 2-phenyl-3-(tosyloxy)butanethioate: The dichotomy of the 
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stereoselectivity of the Mukaiyama reaction 
Olivier Vallat, Ana-Maria Buciumas, Reinhard Neier and Helen Stoeckli-Evans 
Acta Cryst. C submitted for publication.  

8) 4-Azido-3-hydroxy-3-(2-nitro-phenyl)-butyric acid methyl ester 
Olivier Vallat, Ana-Maria Buciumas, Reinhard Neier and Helen Stoeckli-Evans 
Acta Cryst. E submitted for publication.  

9) 5-Hydroxyalkyl Derivatives of tert-Butyl 2-oxo-2,5-dihydro-1H-pyrrole-1-
caboxylate 
Olivier Vallat, Ana-Maria Buciumas, Reinhard Neier and Helen Stoeckli-Evans 
Acta Cryst. C submitted for publication.  

10) Synthesis, Structure and Complexation Properties of Partially and Totally 
Reduced meso-Octamethylporphyrinogens (Calix[4]pyrroles) 
Valeria Blangy, Christoph Heiss, Vsevolod Khlebnikov, Christophe Letondor, 
Helen Stoeckli-Evans and Reinhard Neier. Angewandte Chemie Early view, 
published online 29 December 2008; DOI 10.1002/ange.200804937 

 

Lectures and Posters during 1998 
10.03.2008 9th Florida Heterocyclic and Synthetic Conference, Gainesville; 

Ana-Maria Buciumas, Oliver Vallat and Reinhard Neier; “The Use of the 
Mukaiyama Aldol Reaction in the Synthesis of Rhazinilam Analogues”. 

20.09.2007 9th Florida Heterocyclic and Synthetic Conference, Gainesville; 
Beat Herzog, Damien Thévenet and Reinhard Neier, « Synthesis of 
Extended Porphyrins for the Potential Construction of Ordered Columnar 
Mesophases » 

10.05.2008 11th RSC-SCI Joint Meeting on Heterocyclic Chemistry Lerici 
«Approaches to Rhazinilam». 

11.09.2008 SCS Fall Meeting 2008, Zürich Irchel,  
Damien Thévenet, Reinhard Neier « Design and Synthesis of 
Triphenylene Dimer : Towards Ordered Hexagonal Columnar 
Mesophases » 

11.09.2008 SCS Fall Meeting 2008, Zürich Irchel, 
Inga Zaitseva, Ana-Maria Buciumjas, Oliver Vallat, Reinhard Neier « A 
Novel Strategy towards the Total Synthesis of Rhazinilam Analogues » 
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