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With the best wishes 
 
 

for 
 

a Happy 2008 
 

“By three methods we may learn wisdom:  

First, by reflection, which is noblest;  

Second, by imitation, which is easiest;  

and third by experience, which is the bitterest.” 

- Confuzius 
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2008 has to be better! 

A look back without anger 
As I am writing this Newsletter, the weather is cool, clouds are low and gray and the 
winter with a lot of snow is surrounding us. 2008 already has started. As usual I am 
slightly late, but as we all know, it is easier to explain history with hindsight than to 
predict the future.  

Let us start with the good news. The department of Chemistry got a brand new 400 
MHz NMR instrument. Much more important we were able to recruit a highly qualified 
specialist for NMR spectroscopy, Dr. Julien Furrer, and in the same year we could offer 
the job of MS specialist to Dr. Armelle Vallat. These two excellent collaborators have 
done an extraordinary job as spectroscopist and they have helped to set up good 
teaching in NMR and MS spectroscopy. I had the chance to collaborate with both of 
them and it has been a real pleasure. 

The summary of our hopes for 2007 is easy to make: The chemistry department started 
as a department of four professors, with the hope to nominate Thomas Bürgi jointly 
with microtechnology and may be to achieve the joint nomination of a professor in 
“natural products chemistry” together with the biologists.  

2007 ended differently: The two young professors in the chemistry building, Thomas 
Bürgi and Thomas Ward, announced, that they will leave Neuchâtel at the end of the 
University Year 2007/2008. Thomas Bürgi got a full professorship in physical 
chemistry at the University of Heidelberg. Heidelberg is one of the traditional, good 
German Universities. This nomination will give Thomas Bürgi finally the position he 
earns for his science and for his extraordinary personality. Thomas Ward will accept a 
full professor position at the Chemistry Department in Basel. Basel is an extraordinary 
place to do chemistry. There will be many positive developments going on in the Basel 
Chemistry Department: construction of new building, new interactions with a changing 
“life science” scene and hopefully the creation of many new start-ups in and around the 
Biovalley. Thomas Ward will quickly become a major asset for Basel developing a 
center for white biotechnology and easily connecting to nanotechnology already strong 
in Basel.  For the two Thomas these are exciting news, opening new challenges and 
offering them the chances to concentrate on their science and make the best out of if. I 
congratulate them to have found a good way out and I wish both of them all the best for 
their future. 

For the Chemistry Department the challenges of 2007 have not been the internal 
development, but the external, unpredictable decisions of its local politicians and of the 
Neuchâtel University. The person responsible for the University, Mrs. Perrinjaquet, has 
been elected as member of the national parliament (Nationalrätin) this autumn. At the 
same time she is part of the cantonal government (Conseillère d’Etat). Obviously the 
challenges in Neuchatel were not big enough for her, so she has to spend some time in 
Berne to have more exciting times! Let us think positive and let us hope, that she will 
realize soon enough the limits and take a reasonable decision.  

As you may have heard, the Rector, Alfred Strohmeier, was ejected at 7 am on the 5th of 
February 2007 by a special messenger and replaced within minutes (or was it hours?) 
by Jean-Pierre Derendinger. The official reason for this unfriendly act was the 
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difference in view about the future of microtechnology. The government wanted to 
transfer microtechnology to EPFL, whereas Alfred Strohmeier wanted to strengthen the 
department of microtechnology considering this department as  the family jewels of our 
Science Faculty. The transfer has now been negotiated by Jean-Pierre Derendinger. For 
selling the microtechniology department the Canton will pay 70 million CHF over the 
next four years period, whereas EPFL will pay 9 millions CHF during the same period. 
The selling point is obvious: the Cantonal government was willing to pay any price to 
save its own face. 

At the same time two may be three departments will leave the Science Faculty next 
year:  
1. Theoretical and nuclear physics will go to Berne  
2. Geology will go to Lausanne and  
3. Informatics is in discussion with Berne  
These moves should be paid by the Federal government at least for the next three years. 
The total number of permanent Professors moving out will be 11 (or 14 if informatics 
leave) on a grand total of 35 at the moment. Chemistry has not been included in these 
coordination discussions, because of “external” (to Chemistry) opposition and because 
of an internal hesitation.  

The consequence for the Chemistry Department and the Science Faculty is clear. The 
stronghold of Science and Technology at the University of Neuchâtel is gone, so the 
Science Faculty and by the same token the Department of Chemistry have to answer the 
following questions, what can we do, what will we do and how do we justify our 
presence in Neuchatel. The Science Faculty has to find a new focus. The finding of the 
new focus will have to be done by those departments, which will be left untouched: 
biology with its center of competence, because of the number of students, 
hydrogeology, because it is unique in Suisse Romande and mathematics, because it has 
been preserved by the rector ad interim on various reasons.  

Two lines of strength have been announced:  
1. Hydrogeology, including the analysis of organic contaminates in ground water and as 
a new line geothermic studies  
2. Biology, concentrating on studies of the interaction between different organisms 
Hydrogeology has the advantage to be a department largely run by one man, François 
Zwahlen. There is a single view and a determined person behind the plan. Biology, as 
everywhere else in Switzerland, is much more diverse and un-predictable. If the 
Martine Rahier, head of the  NCCR  “Plant Survival”, becomes Rectrice, biologists can 
not pretend any more to have splendid ideas for the future, which are hampered by the 
lack of understanding by the Rectorat. Thereby we hope that the biologists will have 
good, realistic ideas and the guts to make them become true. As you can see, Chemistry 
does not have an explicit role in this scheme. With the hope, that the Science Faculty 
might survive, the actual role of Chemistry within the Science Faculty will be the one of 
an enabling science as service unit for Biology and Hydrogeology. 

As far as teaching is concerned, 2008 will already see these major changes. Chemistry 
will abandon its joint Master with Microtechnology and our teaching will concentrate 
exclusively on service teaching for biologists and pre-medical students. So the three 
chemistry professors will teach basic 1st year chemistry to mostly non chemists and may 
be some selected courses for master students in Biology. This is the fourth major 
change in our study plans within 6 years. The advantage of all these multiple changes is, 
that we have no time to get bored. We have also no time to find out, if the newly 
introduced solution is reasonable. Before coming to an end of an education cycle a new 
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completely modified structure is introduced. So you never know, if you made any 
mistakes and you are always fresh and filled with plenty of hope. Not bad for somebody 
approaching retirement age. I think we start to do as good as they do in industry, where 
quick changes have become a hallmark of “successful” management (= management by 
change). 

As far as the future of the Chemistry Department is concerned I think, that one of the 
options will be to become a specialized research institute partially financed by mandates 
and private funds. If we will be able to pull this off ground, is not yet clear, but we will 
try. 

Life in industry has not been easy either during 2007. Life sciences had a mixed year 
with some usual short term difficulties and some inherent long term threats. In pharma 
the cycles are long. The new chemical entities found this year, will appear in 5 to 10 
years on the market. The number of yearly approvals by the FDA is constantly 
diminishing. Big pharma has therefore to change its strategy and to adapt its work force. 
Restructuring of many activities in Novartis is a clear sign in this direction. Roche still 
is going strong with its activities in oncology. For Roche the excessive price tag of 
some of its cancer treatments will become a limiting factor. 

There have been several articles in “Le Temps” recently touching these major changes: 
One article appeared on the 15th of December 2007. An interview with Sidney Taurel, 
CEO of Eli Lilly, under the title «Les médicaments ne fonctionnent en moyenne que 
sur la moitié seulement des malades». Sidney Taurel makes a few interesting 
statements in this context : “Je crois que l'ère des blockbusters est bientôt révolue. La 
médecine s'oriente de plus en plus vers des thérapies mieux ciblées sur les besoins des 
patients, des médecins et des contributeurs financiers. Le modèle actuel n'est pas 
efficace”. And another interesting statement concerns research sites: “Près du quart de 
notre recherche chimique est effectivement réalisée en Chine. Nous la sous-traitons à 
250 chercheurs, selon un cahier des charges très précis afin d'éviter la perte de notre 
propriété intellectuelle”. The other interview appeared a little bit later on the 4th of 
January 2008 also in “Le Temps” with Rolf Stahel under the title «Que la recherche 
soit confiée aux biotechs». He makes the following statements: “Peu de médicaments 
sortent des laboratoires des multinationales, constate l'expert. En 2007, la réponse des 
industriels a été de baisser les coûts. «C'est une solution raisonnable mais temporaire, 
car elle ne répond pas au problème fondamental, celui de l'innovation” and later «La 
vraie solution, pour la grande pharma, passe par l'abandon de la recherche», ose Rolf 
Stahel. «La découverte a besoin d'un cadre institutionnel précis, de l'intéressement des 
entrepreneurs, de la pression des capital-risqueurs et du public. Les grandes pharmas 
feraient bien de racheter les licences des médicaments intéressants, de les développer 
chez eux et de profiter de l'effet d'échelle lié à la taille de leurs opérations de 
développement, de marketing et de vente».  

I am citing these interviews, not because they are especially important, but because the 
problem has reached a level, where a newspaper like “Le Temps” finds them interesting 
enough to publish such interviews. This is a clear sign that the development has already 
reached an advanced point. It is not clear how the turn-around can be made.  

Another point in this picture is biotechnology. There are obviously a lot of investments 
going into the construction of high-tech biotechnology production sites. Look at 
companies like Lonza, Siegfried, but also Schweizerhalle. If all of the planed sites will 
be constructed, we will soon find ourselves in a global market with too much 
production capacities and not enough products to produce. The shakeout will certainly 
be brutal 
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A different challenge waits for the two chemistry-oriented companies: CIBA Specialties 
and Clariant. Both of them are in a very difficult situation. Some of the problems are 
house made and the remedies they tried never worked. One huge problem is external: 
the price for crude oil. This problem is severe for these two companies because they 
have up to 60 % of their prices which are directly influenced by the oil price! Their 
markets for commodities are in Asia and therefore keeping up their activities in 
Switzerland is almost mission impossible. Looking at the development of their share 
prices recently is a sign on the wall that changes (mergers, delocalization, moving 
activities out of Switzerland, selling of activities or all these measures together) are 
expected to happen soon.  

Companies delivering the raw materials, going from crude oil, over solvents, to 
chemicals at all level of sophistication will be in a much better market position soon. 
They are already in a much better position now. They will have an easy task to put the 
pressure on the prices. So reliability of the supply chain will become much more 
important for the high-end producers. Those who will be near to the raw materials will 
be in a good position. The lack of supply will put the end-users and the sophisticated 
high-end producers under considerable stress. In a wider vision, we can see how the 
power balance between sophisticated user countries and countries relying on their 
natural resources has changed, if we look at the spectacular economic recovery of 
Russia. 

The balance is changing its position and there is no stable point anymore. Under these 
circumstances, independence is strength and interdependence is weakness. This will be 
true for raw materials but also for the agricultural production! So our few farmers will 
find themselves quickly in the same (may be I should say in a similar) boat than our 
high-tech industry. Both activities will be part of the effort of Switzerland to keep its 
independence, with very different reasoning and probably with very different means.  

Switzerland has a geographic and an industrial position, which makes it completely 
dependent. So times will be rough and not in our favor. In a historic perspective, we 
should analyze what our grandparents did just before the Second World War, to gain a 
maximum of independence.  Last year I made a strong point in favor of diversity, 
hoping for more interactions between industry and university laboratories. I will modify 
my conclusions. I still believe that industry-university interactions have to be part of the 
solution. But I do not think anymore, that we will have time for the process of mutation 
and selection. We need to make sure how to deal with a shortage in crude oil tomorrow. 
The only way to do this is setting up urgency measures as quickly as possible. If we are 
not prepared for that, prices will teach us quickly a lesson the hard way. Collateral 
damage of such a hard landing will be considerable. If we would like to avoid the worst 
we will need intelligent decision takers soon, very soon. During the time of the Second 
World War a State monopoly was set up, which was acceptable because of the war 
time. For the challenges waiting for us now, we should make joint ventures financed by 
State and industry money, to make sure that our capacity to stay in business at the 
hightech-end can be maintained. If we do this right, we will be able to stay in business 
and to create jobs. 

I sincerely wish you and your families a happy 2008. 

The Group 
2007 was relatively calm. No moving of labs, no major developments. In summary 
business as usual. 
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The actual composition of the group is 5 Ph.D. students and 1 diploma student. The 
composition has been kept international: 1 Rumanian Ph. D. student, 1 Swiss Ph.D. 
student, 2 Russian Ph.D. student and 1 French Ph.D. student.  The three diploma 
students of last year finished their work. Joanne Weber is now working in Germany, 
Gisella Chavez works with Cosmital in Marly. Inga Zaitseva has been very successful 
and has happily for me decided to stay on for a PhD. She received the “Prix CIBA” for 
the best diploma work. Congratulations. Patrice Gurba has started his diploma work in 
my group. At the same time he has taken on a part-time teaching job in Porrentruy. He 
is doing very well in both jobs. Three PhD students finished their thesis this year: 
Ramakrishnan Vallinayagam, Valentina Aureggi and Valéria Blangy-Botomei. Valli is 
now working at Yale in the group of Andy Hamilton, Valentina Aureggi has gone to 
Canada to work in the group of Mark Lautens and Valéria had the courage to finish her 
thesis and giving at the same time birth to her first child. Congratulations to all of them. 

Olivier Vallat, who has helped us last year in moving labs has been successful in 
finding a job in the Valais, where he has become a specialist of the chemistry of 
phosphorus. We had the pleasure to host him for some of lab work. It is always a 
pleasure to see some former collaborators coming back and learn about their chemistry 
and their jobs.  

Chemistry 2007 
The group has reduced the number of areas of its activities: With the departure of Valli 
we ended our efforts in photodynamic therapy. We are still in the process of writing up 
the wealth of chemistry Valli has done in our group. Our efforts towards the synthesis 
of Rhazinilam analogues are in the hands of Ana-Maria and Inga. We know that we will 
reach the goal and our motivation for this subject has considerably increased since we 
realized that Rhazinilam can be considered to be an α-helix mimic. If this interpretation 
is correct, the reading of the structure and the opportunity to study structure activity 
relationships are getting a formidable push. If our hypothesis will gain credit, we think 
that we should be able to use the approach of retro-engineering to obtain an insight into 
the natural ligands, which interact with tubulin to poison the microtubule formation. 
The biological aspects are exciting, but we have first to master the chemistry. The metal 
complexes of the totally reduced calix[4]pyrrole will be published soon. Unfortunately 
our efforts to open a new synthetic pathway to the totally reduced ligand have not been 
successful yet. Beat is writing up his work on extended porphyrins. The chemistry 
worked thanks to the considerable efforts made by Beat, but as a big frustration, none of 
the compounds should liquid crystalin properties. The frustration is even bigger, 
because Beat has resynthesized some compounds which were reported in the literature 
to show mesophases. The compounds isolated by Beat are of very high purity. We have 
contacted the authors of the publication, with the hope to find out the difference 
between the Neuchâtel compounds and the published compounds. Unfortunately the 
contact with the Chinese colleagues is slow. So we do not know at the moment, what is 
making the difference. But we will find out and we will have a further piece of solid 
science to build on. Damien has made considerable progress in the construction of 
ordered hexagonal packing of discotic mesophases. Patrice Gurba has started to brush 
up a synthetic procedure, which we needed for a publication. He found out that a simple 
esterification was giving two substances, where we expected one and he has been able 
to characterize the two products, with the help of Julien Furrer. He will now launch 
himself into a subject, where we hope to make thiol precursors, which can be 
photoactivated. We will see how it works. Synthesis still is the major activity of the 
group and I think we will stay with this for the time being. One of the reasons for 
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staying with synthesis in a classical way can be summarized with the following 
sentence: 

Do not waste pure thinking on dirty materials! 

General remarks 
This year again I have been teaching three lectures: 1. Organic Chemistry for Micro- 
and Nanotechnology for Master students in Microtechnology and in Chemistry; 2. 
Natural Products Chemistry for Master students in Biology and 3. Basic and advanced 
NMR spectroscopy for Master students in Chemistry. The last course was given 
together with Julien Furrer. It was a new experience to share a lecture. It has been 
highly stimulating and as far as the evaluation from the students is concerned, they 
appreciated this format.  

2006 has seen more publications emanating from our group then last year. This was 
easy to do, because last year was really bad. I still have my drawers full of good results 
and I will have to work harder on publishing, if I do not want to perish. 

Final remarks 
The idea to create contacts between actual and former group members still is the major 
motivation writing this letter. As I mentioned in the introduction I have not sent out this 
letter regularly in recent years. With the return to my grass roots, chemistry, I have the 
firm intention to continue to keep the contacts. I think contacts between former and 
actual group members are more important than ever. You will be able to find this letter 
also on our web-site. If you should have contact with one of the former members of the 
group please help me to keep track. 

Group members: 
- Ana-Maria BUCIUMAS (Iasi) 
PhDstudent since 2003 
Synthesis of analogues of 
Rhazinilam 

- Beat HERZOG (Basel) 
PhD student since 2003 
Synthesis of extended porphyrins 

- Vsevolod KHLEBNIKOV (St. 
Petersburg) 
PhD student since 2005 
Studies of reduced calix[4]pyrroles 
and its metal complexes 

- Damien Thévent (Mulhouse) 
PhD student since 2006 
Synthesis of ordered discotic 

mesophases 

- Inga ZAITSEVA (Neuchâtel) 
PhD student since 2007 
Novel synthesis of Rhazinilam and 
its analogues  

- Gisella CHAVEZ (Neuchâtel) 
Diploma student since 2006 
Synthesis of precursors for the 
formation of discotic mesophases 

- Patrice GURBA (Neuchâtel) 
Diploma student since 2007 
New photoinducible thiol-precursors  

 

 

 

 

Former group members 
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- Dr. Philippe GUERRY 
Ph.D student 1981 - 1984 
c/o Actelion Pharmaceuticals 
4123 Allschwil 

- Heinz BRODBECK 
Laborant 1982 - 1983 
Dorfstrasse 4 
8955 Oetwil a. Limmat 

- Stefan HUBER 
Scientific collaborator 1983 - 1987 
Bahnhof 
4563 Gerlafingen 

- Dr. Anne MEUNIER 
Ph.D student 1984 - 1988 
Château des Bains 
Sergy-haut 
F-01630 St. Genis 
FRANCE 

- Dr. Rainer LÜÖND 
Ph.D student 1987 - 1991 
c/o Novartis Pharma 
4002 Basel 

- Dr. Marcel BAAK 
Ph.D student 1988 - 1991 
c/o Technikum Biel 
4070 Biel 

- Dr. Hugo BERTSCHY 
Ph.D student 1988 - 1991 
c/o F. Hoffmann-La Roche AG 
4070 Basel 

- Dr. Ou Yang LI 
Scientific collaborator 1986 - 1987 
c/o Medical and Health Analytic 
Center 
Beijing Medical University 
Beijing, 100083, P.R. CHINA 

- Quihan GENG 
Scientific collaborator 1988 - 1989 
c/o Enviromental Protection 
Department 
Jianhan University 
Wuhan, Hubai 
P.R. CHINA 

- Jalil BELLAMINE 
Scientific collaborator 1989 - 1990 

 

- Dr. Josef WALKER 
Scientific collaborator 1990 - 1991 
c/o Technikum Chur 
7000 Chur 

- Dr. Joseph SCHOEPFER 
Ph.D student 1990 - 1994 
c/o Novartis Pharma 
4002 Basel 

- Dr. Cécile PASQUIER 
Chef des travaux 1991 - 1995 
c/o Cosmital SA 
1723 Marly 

- Dr. Anton AEBY 
Scientific collaborator 1991 - 1992 
c/o bci Betriebs-AG 
4002 Basel 

- Dr. Dominique AEBY 
Postdoctoral student 1992 - 1993 
c/o Schering Schweiz AG 
6340 Baar 

- Dr. Bernhard ORSAT 
Postdoctoral student 1992 
c/o BASF Orgamol SA 
1902 Evionnaz 

- Dr. Michael PITT 
Postdoctoral student 1992 - 1993 
c/o  Professor C.J. Easton 
Research School of Chemistry 
Australian National University 
Canberra 0200 
AUSTRALIA 

- Dr. Andreas FRANZ 
Ph.D student 1992 - 1995 
c/o Syngenta 
1870 Monthey 

- Dr. André CHAPERON 
Ph.D student 1992 - 1996 
c/o CIBA Specialties 
Entwicklung Schweizerhalle 
4133 Pratteln 

- Dr. Maurus MARTY 
Ph.D student 1992 - 1995 
c/o Firmenich SA 
Genève 

- Dr. Vladimir Mastihuba 
Slovak Academy of Sciences, 
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Dúbravská cesta 9 
SK-845 38 Bratislava 

- Pierre-Yves MUSARD 
Scientific collaborator 1993 -1996 
Progrès 103A 
2300 La-Chaux-de-Fonds 

 
- Pierre-Yves MUSARD 
Scientific collaborator 1993 -1996 
Progrès 103A 
2300 La-Chaux-de-Fonds 

- Dr. Kedar KARMARKAR 
Ph.D student 1993 - 1996 
Bombay 400057 
INDIA 

- Dr. Matthias HENZ 
Ph.D student 1993 - 1997 
c/o Lonza AG 
3930 Visp 

- Dr. Thomas THYRANN 
Postdoctoral student 1995 - 1997 
c/o Ratiopharm Schweiz AG 
4054 Basel 

- Dr. Thomas ENGELOCH 
Ph.D. student  1993- 1998 
c/o Gymnasium Münchenstein, 
4142 Münchenstein 

- Dr. Pavel BOBAL 
Postdoctoral student 1995 - 1998 
64100 Brno 
Czech Republic 

- Dr. Janette BOBALOVA 
Postdoctoral student 1998 
64100 Brno 
Czech Republic 

- Dr. Lenuta GONZALES-CIRES  
Postdoctoral student 1997 - 1998 
2349 Valley View Pl 
Escondido, CA 92026, USA 

- Dr Joerg VELKER 
Ph.D. student 1995 - 1998 
c/o Actelion Pharmaceuticals 
4123 Allschwil 

- Dr. Caroline ENGELOCH-
JARRET  
Ph.D. student 1995 - 1999 

c/o Novartis Pharma 
4002 Basel 

- Dr. Olivier SIRI  
Postdoctoral student 1999 
c/o Université Louis Pasteur 
F-67070 Strasbourg 
France 

- Dr. Alain GREPPI  
Ph.D. student 1995 - 1999 
c/o Essex Chemie AG 
6006 Luzern 

- Felipe PEREZ GORDILLO  
Erasmus student 1999 

- Dr. Klaus NEUSCHÜTZ 
Ph.D. student 1996 - 1999 
c/o F. Hoffmann-La Roche AG 
4070 Basel 

- Dr. Jean-Philippe ROBLIN 
Postdoc 1998 - 1999 
c/o Université Blaise Pascal  
F-63006 Clermont-Ferrand 
France 

- Dr. Fréderic STAUFFER 
(Neuchâtel) 
Ph.D. student 1996 - 2000 
c/o Novartis Pharma 
4002 Basel 

- Dr. Jean-Mary SIMONE  
Ph.D. student 1998 - 2001 
c/o Lycée Denis-de-Rougement 
2000 Neuchâtel 

- Dr. Nicolas SOLDERMANN  
Ph.D. student 1998 - 2002 
c/o Novartis Pharma 
4002 Basel 

- Dr. Carole PISSOT 
SOLDERMANN  
Ph.D student 1998 - 2002 
c/o Novartis Pharma 
4002 Basel 

- Jean-Philippe FAURITE 
Scientific collaborator 2000 - 2002 
Address not known 

- Dr. Yann BERGER 
Ph.D. student 1998 - 2002 
Laboratoire cantonal 
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1066 Epalinges 

- Dr. Eleonora HOMBERGER-
ZIZZARI 
Ph.D. student 1998 - 2002 
c/o Cimex AG 
4058 Basel 

- Dr. Laurent INGRASSIA 
Postdoctoral student 2001 - 2002 
Bruxelles 

- Michael SCHMID  
Scientific collaborator - 2002 
2300 La Chaux-de Fonds 

- Valentina AUREGGI  
Erasmus. student 2001 - 2002 
c/o Novartis Pharma 
4002 Basel 

- Laurette SCHMITT  
Scientific collaborator  
c/o IMT 
2000 Neuchâtel 

- Dr. Sébastien LANASPEZE 
Ph.D. student 2001 - 2004 
c/o Philip Morris 
2000 Neuchâtel 

 

- Dr. Olivier VALLAT 

Ph.D. student 2000 - 2004 
2900 Porrentruy 

- Dr. Sabine GACOND 
Ph.D. student 2002 - 2005 
c/o Philip Morris 
2000 Neuchâtel 

- Dr. François LOISEAU 
Ph.D. student 2002 - 2006 
c/o University Chemical Laboratory 
Cambridge CB2 1EW, UK 

- Dr. Valentina AUREGGI  
Ph.D. student together with Novartis 
c/o Department of Chemistry 
University of Toronto 

- Dr. Ramakrishnan 
VALLINAYAGAM  
Ph.D. student 2003 - 2007 
c/o Yale Chemistry Department 

- Dr. Valéria BLANGY-
BOTOMEI  
Ph.D. student 2003 - 2007 
 

 

 

 

 

Publication during 2007 
Publication 

1) Radical Couplings as Key Steps for the Preparation of Derivatives of Nonactic 
Acid. 
Francois Loiseau, Jean-Mary Simone, David Carcache, Pavel Bobal, Reinhard 
Neier 
Monatshefte fuer Chemie 2007, 138(2), 121-129.  

2) Malonylation/Decarbalkoxylation of Furan Derivatives as Key Steps for the 
Preparation of Nonactic Acid Derivatives. Part I [1]. 
Jean-Mary Simone, Francois Loiseau, David Carcache, Pavel Bobal, Julie 
Jeanneret-Gris, Reinhard Neier 
Monatshefte fuer Chemie 2007, 138(2), 131-139.  

3) Malonylation/Decarbalkoxylation of Furan Derivatives as Key Steps for the 
Preparation of Nonactic Acid Derivatives. Part II [1]. 
Jean-Mary Simone, Francois Loiseau, David Carcache, Pavel Bobal, Julie 
Jeanneret-Gris, Reinhard Neier  
Monatshefte fuer Chemie 2007, 138(2), 141-147.  
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4) Synthesis of bisubstrate inhibitors of porphobilinogen synthase from 
Pseudomonas aeruginosa. 
Sabine Gacond, Frederic Frere, Merle Nentwich, Jean-Philippe Faurite, Nicole 
Frankenberg-Dinkel, Reinhard Neier 
Chemistry & Biodiversity 2007, 4(2), 189-202.  

5) The High Stereoselectivity of the Tandem Sequence Diels-Alder 
Reaction/Ireland-Claisen Rearrangement Starting from Substituted O-(E)-Buta-
1,3-dienyl Ketene Acetals and Cyclic Dienophiles 
Nicolas Soldermann, Jörg Velker, Antonia Neels, Helen Stoeckli-Evans, Reinhard 
Neier 
Synthesis 2007, 2379-2387.  

6) Synthesis of Novel and Stable 5-Aminolevulinic Acid Derivatives fort he 
Efficient Synthesis of 5-Aminolevulinic Acid Based Prodrugs 
Ramakrishnan Vallinayagam, Hugo Bertschy, Yann Berger, Virginie Wenger, 
Reinhard Neier 
Synthesis 2007, 3731-3735.  

Lectures and Posters during 2007 
30.04.2007 Ludwigs-Maximilan-Universität, München, invited lecture 

20.09.2007 Hôpital Pourtalès, invited lecture, « La vitamine B12: Histoire et 
applications médicales » 

13.12.2007 Hôpital Pourtalès, invited lecture, Formation continue Onco-
Hématologie  
 « Acide folique & vitamine B12: faut-il encore les doser ? » 

13.05.2007 The 18th Lakeland Heterocyclic Symposiu; Extended Porphyrins for 
Material Science : New Discotic Mesophases ?; Beat Herzog, Damien 
Thévenet, Reinhard Neier; 13 may 2007 ; Grasmere, UK, Abstract 307 

12.09.2007 Société Suisse de Chimie, Assemblée d’Automne ; Application of Click 
Chemistry for a Novel Synthesis of 5-Substituted Tetrazoles from Organo 
Aluminium Azide and Nitriles; Valentina Aureggi, Gottfried Sedelmeier, 
Reinhard Neier; EPFL, Lausanne (Suisse); Chimia 2007, 61, 471, 
Abstract 219. 

12.09.2007 Société Suisse de Chimie, Assemblée d’Automne ; Studies on Long 
Chain Substituted Extended Porphyrins – New Mesophases; Beat 
Herzog, Reinhard Neier; EPFL, Lausanne (Suisse); Chimia 2007, 61, 
494, Abstract 311. 

12.09.2007 Société Suisse de Chimie, Assemblée d’Automne ; A Novel Strategy for 
the Synthesis of Irregular Cyclic Polypyrrole Derivatives; Inga Zaitseva, 
Reinhard Neier; EPFL, Lausanne (Suisse); Chimia 2007, 61, 494, 
Abstract 312.  

12.09.2007 Société Suisse de Chimie, Assemblée d’Automne ; Synthesis of New 
Triphenylene Dimers Linked with Rigid Spacer; Damien Thevenet, 
Reinhard Neier; EPFL, Lausanne (Suisse); Chimia 2007, 61, 495, 
Abstract 314.  

12.09.2007 Société Suisse de Chimie, Assemblée d’Automne ; New Synthetic 
Pathway for Rhazinilam Analogues; Ana-Maria Buciumas, Olivier Vallat 
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Reinhard Neier; EPFL, Lausanne (Suisse); Chimia 2007, 61, 499, 
Abstract 330.  
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